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Going Deeper
A six-part Lenten serieswith recurring characters
By Linda Allen

SYNOPSIS: This series of sketches follows five recurring characters through
the Lenten season. Alan, the main character, can’t quite wrap his head around
Lent — what it is and why it’s important.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
(2 female, 3 male)

ALAN (IN) 1ot (94 lines)
BEN (IN)...ooviiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e (66 lines)
CARA () covoieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeee (52 lines)
PAT (£) oo (55 lines)
PAUL (IN) 1ottt (58 lines)

DURATION: 5-8 minutes each; 30 minutes total

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.
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PRODUCTION NOTES

As the series begins, Alan states that he likes Advent better because it’s “more
fun.” He faces Lent bravely, however, telling the others he’s giving up
chocolate chips for the season, which represents a sacrifice that is “a total
lifestyle change.” With each successive week, Alan questions, ponders,
considers, and repents (all the things he didn’t want to do). By the sixth week
(Palm Sunday), his understanding has evolved enough that he is able to
pronounce Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.

Alan’s friends lead him along from his rather shallow start to a deeper
understanding of the Easter story, from Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of
Gethsemane through his death. Ben, the leader, is the most mature in his faith.
His comments and questions to Alan must not be read as mean-spirited or
arrogant. He does, however, find humor in some of Alan’s remarks and often
responds with a smile and quiet chuckle. The other three characters could be
cast by various people on different Sundays if needed. The two characters who
must remain the same throughout the series are Alan and Ben. All the
characters demonstrate searching and growth, finally coming to a deeper
meaning themselves of who and what Christ is to them.

The cast dresses in black throughout the performances. There are no prop
requirements. Cast members may stand or sit on stools. Alan is always Center
Stage. One additional note: Our pastor chose to use the first sketch, “An
Attitude of . . . ?” for the Ash Wednesday service to introduce the season. The
others were performed every Sunday after the first (we celebrated Communion
on the first Sunday and had no drama).

All Scripture is taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL
VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.
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An Attitudeof ... ?
First Sunday Of Lent

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: Psalm 51:1-17
SYNOPSIS: Alan thinks giving up chocolate chips for Lent is a huge
deal until he gets a crash course in self-discipline.

¢ ¢ ¢

AT START: ALAN, BEN, CARA, PAT, and PAUL take their places.

PAUL: Ash Wednesday. The beginning of Lent.

PAT: A time of fasting and sacrifice.

BEN: Of soul-searching.

CARA: Of repentance.

ALAN: (This comment needs to come out of the blue.) | like Advent
better. (He blurts out every line until his last one, without giving
any real thought to what he’s saying.)

ALL look at ALAN.

What? (Justifying.) Advent is more fun! The music is peppier.
Someone always makes fudge. Everybody’s upbeat. I'm just
being honest!

BEN: But at the end of Lent is Easter! Nothing is more upbeat than
Easter.

ALAN: Yeah, but we have to get there first. We have to ponder
stuff. And give up something.

PAUL: (Knows ALAN all too well.) And what is the great sacrifice
you’re making this year?

ALAN: Chocolate chips.

CARA: That's your sacrifice?

ALAN: I've given this a lot of thought. Can you have chocolate chip
cookies without chocolate chips? No. Can you have chocolate
chip waffles without chocolate chips? No. For however many
weeks Lent is, (He doesn’t know.) no chocolate chips. It's a total
lifestyle change for me.

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.



6 GOING DEEPER
1 PAT: And we're supposed to be impressed and inspired by this?
2 ALAN: (Somewhat proud, feeling noble.) I'm doing it for God.
3 BEN: Ithink God expects us to go deeper than chocolate.
4  ALAN: Like... how?
5 PAUL: Well, think about the events leading up to the Resurrection.
6 Look at the final meal Christ had with his closest friends.
7 Someone in that group was going to betray him.
8 BEN: The friends looked at one another and then asked Christ, “Is
9 it 1, Lord?”
10 PAUL: And I have to turn the same question over in my own heart:
11 “Isitl, Lord?”
12 ALAN: Yeah, but you're talking about Judas. Nobody here would
13 do that.
14 BEN: | wonder.
15 PAT: Jesus had to struggle with what he knew was going to happen
16 to him. Horror beyond imagining. | wonder, how far would | really
17 go for my God? Even now.
18 ALAN: But we’re in America in the twenty-first century. How far
19 would we ever be called to go?
20 PAUL: You mean beyond chocolate chips?
21  ALAN: Well, hey. We're the good guys here.
22 BEN: But when Jesus was on trial, he appeared before the good
23 guys. He was judged by the good guys. They were the religious
24 leaders of the day. | consider myself a good guy. But am |,
25 really?
26 CARA: After appearing before the religious leaders, Jesus went
27 before Pilate. That old Roman gave the people a choice between
28 Jesus and Barabbas. We still have to make that choice.
29 ALAN: But that's a no-brainer. Jesus was all love and service.
30 Barabbas was a murderer. He was violent. He was —
31 CARA: Just like us. | may not literally put a knife to someone, but
32 every day | face the choice between love and... the alternative.
33 PAUL: And what about the men who actually tortured Christ?
34 Unbelievable that people were willing to be so monstrous! Even
35 eager, maybe. But, dear God, what about me? (Pause.) Have |
36 done that?

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.



LINDA ALLEN 7

© 0o ~NO O WNPRE

BEN: Consider these words from the Psalmist: “Have mercy on
me, O God... for | know my transgressions, and my sin is always
before me.” My sin.

PAT: My sin.

PAUL: My sin.

CARA: My sin.

ALAN: (Finally thoughtful.) My sin. (Pause.) So, do you think my
sacrifice of chocolate chips is a little lame?

BEN: What do you think?

THE END

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.
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In the Garden
Second Sunday of Lent

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: Mark 14:32-42
SYNOPSIS: How do you figure out God’s will, and where do you find
the motivation to do it?

¢ ¢ ¢

AT START: ALAN, BEN, CARA, PAT, and PAUL take their places.

ALAN: I've decided to do something really big for Lent this year.

CARA: | thought you were giving up chocolate chips. Is that the big
thing?

ALAN: No. I've been thinking maybe | need to do something bigger.
Something more important.

PAT: Like what?

ALAN: Well, I'm still thinking.

BEN: (Amused.) We're in the Lenten season now. You don't have
a lot of thinking time left.

PAUL: Do you have any idea what God'’s calling you to do?

ALAN: Huh?

BEN: God’s will for you.

PAT: Some kind of service maybe?

ALAN: Service?

PAT: Like a mission project?

CARA: You know, like volunteering somewhere in the community?

ALAN: Like where?

CARA: (Gesturing widely.) Out there!

ALAN: Probably not.

BEN: Then something for the church, perhaps?

ALAN: Don't we pay people to do stuff at church?

BEN: (Sighs.) We do. (Tongue-in-cheek.) So, you don't need to do
anything here.

PAT: And you don’'t want to do anything out there.

ALAN: It might go beyond my comfort level.

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.
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PAT: And we wouldn’t want God to call us beyond our comfort
level.

PAUL: 1 suppose this big Lenten thing is going to have to happen
in your family room.

CARA: Not far from the refrigerator.

PAT: Orthe TV.

ALAN: That sounded sarcastic.

BEN: Just how far would you go to answer God’s call?

ALAN: How far would you go?

BEN: (Uh-oh. Good question.) Touché.

ALAN: See? It's not that easy.

PAT: (Thoughtfully.) When Christ was in the garden, he knew what
was going to happen to him in just a few hours.

PAUL: He even prayed that if it was possible, that he wouldn’t have
to doit.

CARA: He must have been tempted to just cut and run. Not go
through with it.

BEN: And while he agonized, those closest to him slept.

PAUL: And it makes me wonder who | am in that scene. Am |
Jesus?

PAT: Praying for an escape?

CARA: Gathering my resolve?

BEN: Surrendering? Or like the disciples.

ALAN: Asleep.

BEN: Where am | in that scene?

PAUL: One of the hardest things is figuring out what God is calling
me to do.

ALAN: You mean just to stay awake? Or to do something?

BEN: Maybe we're asked to make all that a part of our lives. It all
makes up our relationship with God. Sometimes it's watching
and waiting. And sometimes it's a call to action.

CARA: It's really a day-to-day thing. Not a season thing. Daily
choices.

PAT: It's serving food at the homeless shelter one time...

BEN: And praying for a friend another time.

PAUL: It's tackling the problem of forgiveness. Patience. Love for
the unlovely.

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.
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1 CARA: It's being gracious. It's checking bad behavior at the door
2 and rising above — oh, | don’t know, fill in the blank. Whatever is
3 on the dark side that we have to overcome.
4  PAT: My choice to be greedy...
5 BEN: Ornot. To be self-centered...
6 PAUL: Or not. To be self-righteousness...
7 CARA: Ornot.
8 ALAN: Butthat’s hard stuff.
9 PAT: Our strength has to come from beyond us.
10 BEN: In a very dark hour, Jesus prayed, “Thy will be done.”
11 CARA: Whenever | pray the Lord’s Prayer, | say, “Thy will be done.”
12 PAUL: Ah, butdo | mean it?
13 ALAN: (Considers this huge question.) Yeah. Now I'm wondering,
14 do | even want to do God’s will?
15 BEN: Or not?

THE END

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
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OnTrial
Third Sunday of Lent

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: Mark 14:53-65
SYNOPSIS: Alan ponders the big whys of Christ’s crucifixion.

¢ ¢ ¢

AT START: ALAN, BEN, CARA, PAT, and PAUL take their places.

BEN: (To ALAN.) Still struggling with what you’re going to do or not
do for Lent?

ALAN: That's why Christmas is easier. | know what to do for
Christmas. My wife tells me where to put the tree. She tells me
when to hang the outdoor lights. She gives me her wish list so |
can get her the right presents. She tells me how to pack the car.
She tells me which relatives we’ll visit this year. Usually hers. It's
easy.

PAUL: So you just follow the rules laid down by your sweetie?

ALAN: That's about it.

PAT: You really don’t have to think much.

ALAN: True. The no-thinking takes off a lot of pressure.

CARA: And you like it that way? To have a list you just tick off?

ALAN: Well, sure. But Lent’s different. It's all about pondering and
wondering and trying to figure stuff out.

BEN: You're right about that. When we think about Christ’s life and
death and what it means to us...

PAUL: There'’s a lot to figure out. The whole idea of Jesus as the
Messiah was hard for people to grasp.

CARA: He turned the whole follow-the-rules thing upside down.

PAT: He didn't do away with the rules, but he changed how people
looked at them.

PAUL: The rules looked a lot different when viewed through the
lens of love.

BEN: So those who just wanted a list to tick off in order to be
righteous didn’t like Jesus. He was a threat.

PAUL: And we don't react well to threats.

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
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BEN: Consequently, Jesus went on trial.

PAT: It was the religious leaders who hated Jesus so much. God’s
own people were the most scared of him.

CARA: You know the saying: “Just because there’s a mouse in the
cookie jar, that doesn’'t make him a cookie.”

ALAN: So maybe the religious leaders were mice and not cookies.

CARA: Maybe we're all mice and not cookies sometimes.

PAUL: And that comes back to fear and what it does to us. When
we know we’re not congruent.

ALAN: Congruent?

PAUL: We don't fit what we say we are.

BEN: Like Christ’s trial before the Sanhedrin. The very people so
involved in rules broke their own rules in the trial against the rule-
breaker.

ALAN: Huh?

PAT: And the disciples were afraid, too. They all ran away except
Peter.

CARA: Brave, impetuous Peter.

PAT: And then he denied the Lord three times. He betrayed Jesus,
even as Jesus was on trial for his life.

PAUL: The Sanhedrin’s witnesses lied so much about Jesus, they
couldn’t even keep their stories straight.

BEN: And | have to think there were people among them who knew
the whole thing was a sham, yet they kept silent.

CARA: Deciding moments in their lives.

PAT: Deciding moments in our lives. (Pause.) Have | denied the
Lord?

BEN: Have | kept silent in the face of injustice?

PAUL: Am | so concerned about my rules that | forget love?

CARA: As a Christian, am | more mouse than cookie?

PAT: Who is Christ to me?

PAUL: If | truly follow Christ, what will change in my life?

ALAN: So... where does that leave me?

CARA: In the cookie jar with the rest of us.

BEN: In the deciding moments of our lives.

THE END
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ChooseLoveor...
Fourth Sunday of Lent

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: Mark 15:1-15a
SYNOPSIS: Alan doesn’t feel all warm and fuzzy inside, but the others
point out that love is a choice.

¢ ¢ ¢

AT START: ALAN, BEN, CARA, PAT, and PAUL take their places.

ALAN: You know, something’s been bugging me.

PAT: About Lent?

ALAN: Not just about Lent. About church.

CARA: Something’s bugging you about church? Did someone hurt
your feelings?

ALAN: No.

BEN: Someone get your parking space again?

ALAN: No.

PAUL: Did someone ask you to do something?

ALAN: Like what?

PAUL: Oh, | don't know. Help out with the kids? Pull some weeds
outside? Join a ministry?

ALAN: Nah. They've quit asking me.

PAT: There wasn’t enough food by the time you went through the
potluck line?

ALAN: | got seconds. And my wife gave me her dessert.

CARA: You got your stewardship letter, and that worried you?

ALAN: | stopped worrying about my stewardship a long time ago.

BEN: Yeah —wouldn’t want to stretch your worry muscles with how
to pay the church’s bills.

PAT: OK, we give up. What's bugging you?

ALAN: The pastor preaches the same sermon every Sunday. |
almost have it memorized.

CARA: Really? | enjoy his (Or her.) sermons.

ALAN: Then you must like hearing a broken record. Same thing.
Every Sunday.

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
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PAUL: And that would be?

ALAN: Love. Every Sunday he (Or she.) preaches about love.

BEN: Interesting. You know, you're right. He (Or she.) does preach
about love every Sunday.

PAT: And that bothers you?

ALAN: Well, sure. Sometimes | think I'm missing out on something.

PAUL: Like?

ALAN: How to get all spiritual and close to God and have warm,
fuzzy feelings inside.

PAT: But that's what he (Or she.) preaches about every Sunday.
Love.

CARA: If you don’t hear how much God loves you at church...

PAUL: Or how we're supposed to love others at church...

BEN: Where are you going to hear it? At a ballgame?

PAT: A political meeting?

PAUL: On TV?

PAT: Shopping?

CARA: Playing cards?

BEN: Working out?

PAT: We have to be reminded over and over and over that...

PAUL: God loves us! And...

BEN: We're supposed to love others.

ALAN: But | don't feel all that love.

CARA: Love isn't a suggestion.

BEN: It's a command.

PAT: Jesus didn't say, obey me when you feel like it.

PAUL: He said to do it — always.

CARA: And you must choose whether to love — or not.

ALAN: I'm supposed to choose to love people that maybe | don't
want to love?

BEN: What's the alternative?

ALAN: Not loving.

PAUL: Um, so how's that working out for you?

PAT: Does not loving make you feel closer to God?

CARA: Does not loving make you feel all warm and fuzzy inside?

BEN: When Jesus was on trial, Pilate gave the people a choice
between Jesus or Barabbas.

PAUL: A choice between a man of violence...

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
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CARA: Or a man of love.

PAT: Of insurrection...

BEN: Or peace.

PAUL: Of hatred...

CARA: Or goodwill.

BEN: And we still have that choice today.

PAT: Jesus said to love God.

ALAN: Ilove God.

CARA: And ourselves.

ALAN: I like myself OK. | guess | love myself.

PAT: And our neighbors.

ALAN: All of them?

PAUL: And our enemies.

ALAN: That’s impossible!

CARA: We're to let our heart beat for others, even as God’s own
heart beats for us.

PAUL: Just as Jesus’ heart does.

PAT: Our eyes are to look with love at the homeless and the
hurting.

BEN: The unlovely and the mean-spirited.

PAUL: The sick and the annoying.

ALAN: But how?

BEN: Jesus and Barabbas stand before us today. It's our choice.

THE END
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What Cross?
Fifth Sunday of Lent

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE: Mark 15:15b-21; John 12:24
SYNOPSIS. Some actions and attitudes need to die before we can
experience true resurrection.

¢ ¢ ¢

AT START: ALAN, BEN, CARA, PAT, and PAUL take their places.

ALAN: I've been sort of reading my Bible lately. It's pretty amazing.

PAUL: (So this is a big deal?) OK?

PAT: (Not exactly sarcastic, but like talking to a child.) That's
admirable.

CARA: Are you learning anything?

ALAN: Mostly | have questions. | have trouble figuring things out.

BEN: Like what?

ALAN: | read about how the soldiers mocked Jesus and beat him.
And now I'm at the part when Jesus is on his way to be crucified.

PAT: Horrible scene.

ALAN: And Jesus is so weak, he can't carry the cross.

BEN: True. So the soldiers convinced Simon of Cyrene to help him.

ALAN: So you've read this?

BEN: Oh, yes. The pastor has preached on it many times, too.

ALAN: | don’t know how | missed it. Anyway, it made me think of a
verse about carrying our own Crosses.

CARA: “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me” (Mark 8:34.).

ALAN: That's it. And that's what | can't figure out. What cross?

PAT: |think some people take it to mean dealing with a heavy load
in this life. The hard knocks.

ALAN: Like fire ants and cinch bugs? My freeloading brother-in-
law from Michigan? Taxes?

PAUL: Um, | think dealing with insects, relatives, and the
government is just part of life.
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ALAN: But Jesus died on the cross. So is the cross about my
death?

PAT: Everybody’s going to die sometime.

ALAN: So it is about dying.

PAUL: It could be physical death.

PAT: Multitudes have lost their lives to follow Jesus.

BEN: Are we willing to do that?

ALAN: | don’t know.

CARA: It could also mean not physical death, but death to self.

ALAN: But I thought | was supposed to love myself.

BEN: (A little chuckle.) Do you love all of yourself?

PAUL: You don't love that grudge you've been carrying since high
school, do you?

CARA: What about how reluctant you are to do anything around
the church?

PAUL: Or in the community?

CARA: Or to help others? Do you love that?

BEN: Do you love the wild and crazy man you are behind the wheel
of your four by four?

PAT: (A little miffed at how ALAN has mistreated him/her.) Think
about every unkind, ugly, mean-spirited thing you've ever said
to others.

BEN: (Pointedly, with gestures indicating that ALAN has talked
about him behind his back.) Or about other people.

PAT: Do you love that?

PAUL: How about the —

ALAN: | getit. | getit! Maybe some stuff in me needs to (Pause.)
go.

BEN: “Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many
seeds.”

CARA: Jesus was predicting his own death.

PAUL: Butit's about us, too.

PAT: Jesus’ horrible death on the cross led to a glorious
resurrection.

CARA: We can't become new inside unless...

BEN: We also pick up the cross of Jesus.

ALAN: I'm not sure | know how to do that.
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PAUL: Keep reading your Bible.
BEN: Pray.

ALAN: | wouldn't know what to say.
CARA: Start with, “Thank you.”
PAT: And then say, “Help.”

ALAN: And that's all?

BEN: It's a start.

THE END
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