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FIRST NOEL LIVE 
A Newsroom Nativity Report 

By Nancy Griffin-Bonnaire 
 
SYNOPSIS:  There’s a huge breaking local news story, and Bethlehem 
Weekend Update co-anchors Abel Inwilling and Dinah Blowerhorn have all 
the details. They follow the unfolding account of a disturbance in the midst of 
the census with live updates from on-location senior correspondents who 
speak with shepherds, the innkeeper and his wife, a donkey whisperer, Mary 
and Joseph, angels and wise men. Their combined anecdotes effectively serve 
as a birth announcement for the long-awaited Messiah, Jesus! Includes clever 
commercials with hilarious hashtags for No-Drama Dromedaries, Barak’s 
Bodacious Baklava and the law offices of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The 
casting is flexible, with many parts suitable for either gender or doubling, plus 
roles for extras. As a bonus, memorization requirements are reduced with 
scripts on the desk or attached to clipboards. Includes congregational carol-
singing. Faith-based fun for all! 
 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
(6 females, 9 males, 2 either, 2-25 extras) 

 
ABEL INWILLING (m) ................. A co-anchor who sometimes likes to 

think he’s the sole anchor, he enjoys 
being the one to share the latest scoop and 
waxing poetically. (14 lines) 

DINAH BLOWERHORN (f) .......... The other co-anchor, who’s not about to 
get pushed out of the limelight. (14 lines) 

LEEDEN DAWAY (f) .................... An eager young reporter who gets caught 
up in the excitement of the stories on 
which she’s supposed to report.  (12 lines) 

WOOLY ALLEN (m) ..................... Engaged in stream-of-consciousness 
dialogue, this lead shepherd has similar 
traits (and identical glasses) to the iconic 
actor/director that he spoofs. (10 lines) 
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SHEPHERD 2 (m/f) ........................ More like a sheep than a shepherd, follow 
Shepherd 3 and Wooly Allen around, 
repeating him rather than sharing original 
thoughts. (10 lines) 

SHEPHERD 3 (m/f) ........................ More like a sheep than a shepherd, follow 
Shepherd 2 and Wooly Allen around, 
repeating him rather than sharing original 
thoughts. (10 lines) 

PUTCHA FEEDUP (f) .................... A reporter with more experience than her 
colleague, she asks more pointed 
questions and links pieces of the story 
together. (13 lines) 

INNKEEPER (m) ............................ A small business owner who’s trying to 
do his best during a stressful work period. 
(6 lines) 

INNKEEPER’S WIFE (f) ............... More intuitive than her husband, she 
knows when situations require thinking 
outside of the box. (6 lines) 

BRAYEN MYERE (f) .................... Gifted with understanding animals, she 
offers an interpretation of the story from 
the donkey that carried Mary into 
Bethlehem.  (3 lines) 

DONKEY (m) ................................. Quietly brays his experiences of the trek 
to Bethlehem. (Non-Speaking) 

SINGING ANGEL (m/f) ................ Leads all carols. May be a soloist if 
desired. (Non-Speaking) 

JOSEPH (m) .................................... Like most new fathers, a bit bewildered, 
but mostly in awe. (6 lines) 

MARY (f)........................................ Like many new mothers, able to take 
things in stride better than many new 
fathers. (7 lines) 

GABRIEL (m) ................................ Jumps in to remind Mary and Joseph of 
exactly what he said about God’s plans 
for them. (4 lines) 

KING 1 (m) ..................................... Cautious but deliberate in his actions to 
seek out and offer gifts to the young 
Prince of Peace. (4 lines) 
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KING 2 (m) ..................................... Cautious but deliberate in his actions to 
seek out and offer gifts to the young 
Prince of Peace. (4 lines) 

KING 3 (m) ..................................... Cautious but deliberate in his actions to 
seek out and offer gifts to the young 
Prince of Peace. (4 lines) 

CAMERAMAN (m/f) ..................... Optional role, he/she switches between 
filming the anchors and the live offsite 
scenes. (Non-Speaking) 

 
EXTRAS: Shepherds 
 

PRODUCTION NOTES 
 
COSTUMES:  Although this play is set in a modern-day newsroom and uses 
contemporary dialogue (including hashtags), it is set in biblical times, so all 
characters, including the news anchors, should wear traditional garb. A simple 
donkey costume may be purchased or crafted by hand (for example, wearing 
a gray sweatshirt and sweatpants, wearing a headband with donkey ears cut 
from sturdy paper, attaching a matching tail, and using eyeliner to make a 
donkey nose). Wooly Allen will need a pair of Woody Allenesque eyeglasses. 
The three Kings will need crowns. 

 
SET:  Spreading out the various scenes throughout the used space encourages 
viewers to believe they’re seeing the action in different locations. If you use 
the nave, you may consider putting a table in front of the altar to serve as a 
news desk, with a sign reading “Bethlehem Weekend Update.” Other parts of 
the chancel could be used for the stable, positioning the singing angel(s), etc. 
The stable area may be as simple as a manger with hay and a doll inside, with 
a star positioned overhead. You could use a tree topper or create a star 
yourself. The scenes with Shepherds, Innkeeper/Wife, and Kings could take 
place in the center aisle or back corners.  
 
PROPS:  Use a blend of the old and the new. You’ll need shepherds’ crooks, 
but throw in a cameraman with a video camera to “shoot” the various scenes 
if you like. Place a bucket of “Barak’s Bodacious Baklava” on the news desk 
with cookies or bars inside (in the absence of actual baklava) for Abel to eat. 
The earpieces for the anchors and reporters may be mimed. You will need to 
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make three cardboard signs with hashtags: 1. #dropthedrama, 2. 
#mmmmbaklava, and 3. nothingiscertainbutdeathandtaxes. Use large enough 
lettering that these cards may be read from a distance. A microphone may be 
shared by the on-location reporters. The three Kings will need gifts. You may 
fill a glass bowl with foil-wrapped chocolate coins or costume jewelry beads 
for the gold, and use carved wooden boxes or exotic-looking vases or bottles 
for the frankincense and myrrh. 
 
MUSIC:  The optional newsroom introductory music clip may be downloaded 
from the internet and played through a sound system. Christmas carols may 
be sung a cappella or with instrumental accompaniment. Designate an angel 
to lead the music. He/she should be able to solo on various verses as 
designated in the script (or all verses may be sung by the congregation). 
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night” may be performed by a 
soloist or small group, and a contemporary arrangement may be used if you 
wish. Angel/congregational singing will cover the remaining carols: “O Come, 
All Ye Faithful,” “Silent Night,” “Away in a Manger,” “Angels We Have 
Heard on High,” “The First Noel” (verse 1), and “Joy to the World.” 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®. Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 
Biblica, Inc.™. Used by permission of Zondervan. 
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SCENE 1 
NEWSROOM 

 
AT START:  ABEL and DINAH are seated at the news desk. The 
baklava bucket and hashtag cards are positioned on the table. Optional 
news program musical intro. 
 
ABEL:  Good evening, and welcome to Bethlehem Weekend Update 

on this cold winter night. I’m Abel Inwilling… 
DINAH:  (Interrupting.) And I’m Dinah Blowerhorn. We’ve got the 

weekend roundup of regional news, including traffic, weather, and 
sports, but right now we have breaking news on a story that’s still 
developing—right here in the heart of Bethlehem. 

ABEL:  That’s right, Dinah. Evidently, while shepherds watched their 
flocks by night, some strange things started to happen. The skies 
were lit as brightly as high noon by some inexplicable light. 

DINAH:  (Reacting to hearing something in earpiece.) Hang on, Abel. 
I believe we’re going to get a live update from those shepherds out 
in the fields in a couple minutes, but first, we have some musical 
guests who might be able to shed some light on that, um, 
inexplicable light. 

ABEL:  (Motioning to church/local musical group.) Ladies and 
gentlemen, _________! (Insert name of musical group.)  

 
SONG: “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night” (Preferably 
a contemporary version sung by a small group). 
 
 While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
 all seated on the ground, 
 an angel of the Lord came down  
 and glory shone around, 
 and glory shone around.  
 
 “Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread 
 had seized their troubled mind. 
 “Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
 to you and all mankind, 
 to you and all mankind. 
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 “To you, in David's town, this day 
 is born of David's line 
 a Savior, who is Christ the Lord; 
 and this shall be the sign, 
 and this shall be the sign. 
 
 “The heavenly babe you there shall find 
 to human view displayed, 
 all simply wrapped in swaddling clothes 
 and in a manger laid, 
 and in a manger laid.” 
 
DINAH:  I don’t know about you, Abel, but I think they summed it up—

whatever “it” is—quite nicely. (Listening to an update in earpiece.) 
And I believe we’re ready to go live to our Senior Graveyard Shift 
Shepherd Correspondent, Leeden Daway. Leeden, are you there? 

 
 

SCENE 2 
FIELD 

 
AT START:  LEEDEN, WOOLY, and SHEPHERDS 1 and 2 have 
entered and stand in an area far from the news desk, such as in one of 
the aisles. 
 
LEEDEN:  Yes, good evening, Abel and Dinah. I’m here in a field not 

far outside the city center with three of the shepherds who agreed 
to speak with me. There’s a lot of excitement in the air, and I believe 
they’re in a hurry, so let’s get to it. (To WOOLY.) This is lead 
shepherd Wooly Allen. Sir, can you tell me what you saw? 

WOOLY:  (Gesticulating and pacing, with LEEDEN following with the 
microphone.) Yeah, yeah, yeah, it was amazing! 

SHEPHERDS 2 and 3:  (Ad lib, repeating WOOLY each time he makes 
a comment.) Yeah, yeah, amazing, amazing! 

WOOLY:  We were sitting around, you know, because the sheep had 
finally settled down. 

SHEPHERDS 2 and 3:  Finally, finally! 
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WOOLY:  There was something going on with them tonight. They were 
so restless. I was going to tell them to try counting sheep, but then 
I thought better of it. 

SHEPHERDS 2 and 3:  So restless, so restless! 
WOOLY:  Anyway, it got quiet, and just as I was dozing off, it was like 

a huge bolt of lightning lit up the sky. But then it stayed lit! I thought 
I was losing my mind! 

SHEPHERDS 2 and 3:  He’s lost his mind, lost his mind! 
WOOLY:  And then I realized—it wasn’t lightning. I mean, how can a 

bolt of lightning keep on bolting? Or keep on lighting? Or whatever 
you call it. But it wasn’t lightning. It was a star! 

SHEPHERD 2:  A star!  
SHEPHERD 3:  A star!  
SHEPHERDS 2 and 3:  (Together.) A star! 
LEEDEN:  Wow! That’s incredible! Did anything else happen? 
WOOLY:  Did anything else happen? Of course something else 

happened! Why would you be interviewing me if nothing else 
happened? All of a sudden there were dozens—no, hundreds—no, 
maybe thousands of angels surrounding us! 

SHEPHERDS 2 and 3:  Angels! So many angels! 
WOOLY:  We were scared out of our minds, of course—I mean, how 

often do angels descend upon you? Never—that’s how often! But 
they told us not to worry. They said it was a special night. 

SHEPHERDS 2 and 3:  Special, special, special! 
LEEDEN:  What happened next? Why is tonight so special? 
WOOLY:  Apparently, they said a baby was born—and I was thinking, 

babies are born every day! But they said this baby—this baby—is a 
prince who’s coming to save us! 

SHEPHERDS 2 and 3:  Baby prince! Baby prince! 
LEEDEN:  A prince? Prince of what? 
WOOLY:  The Prince of Peace! Can you imagine such a thing? 

Anyway, we have to go! 
LEEDEN:  Wait! Where are you heading? 
WOOLY:  We’re going to look for that baby. The angels told us to follow 

the star, and that we’d find him in a barn or something. Doesn’t 
seem like the best place for the Prince of Peace, but I’m not a king 
of peace. I’m not even a king, so what do I know? 

SHEPHERDS 2 and 3:  Follow the star! Follow the star! 
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WOOLY and SHEPHERDS 2 and 3 exit. 
 
LEEDEN:  Well, there you have it, Dinah and Abel. A star, angels, and 

a baby who’s a prince. We need to keep tracking this story, so stay 
tuned. For Bethlehem Weekend Update, I’m Leeden Daway. Back 
to you in the studio. (LEEDEN exits.) 

 
 

SCENE 3 
NEWSROOM 

 
AT START:  The action shifts back to ABEL and DINAH at the news 
desk. 
 
DINAH:  Thanks, Leeden. This is certainly the most exciting event 

we’ve covered in a while, and we’ll continue to bring you updates 
as they come in. But for now, let’s move on to our traffic report. 
Abel? 

ABEL:  Thanks, Dinah. Our Greater Bethlehem traffic report is brought 
to you by No-Drama Dromedaries! If your chariot is in the shop but 
you need a ride, contact No-Drama Dromedaries. These specially 
trained camels are up for any leisurely transportation job—with no 
spitting, charging, or chasing. Available with one hump or two, 
they’ll get you where you need to go—without the drama! (He holds 
up a card that says #dropthedrama and reads it aloud.) Hashtag 
“drop the drama.” 

DINAH:  Thanks for that, Abel. (Pause.) Today topped off a week of 
the worst traffic we’ve seen in recent history. Thanks to the census 
that Emperor Augustus ordered, the roads are congested with 
people heading for their hometowns, and Bethlehem is obviously 
home to a lot of people. Roads have backed up for miles into the 
city. We have several individuals who were eyewitnesses to camel 
boycotts. Yes, boycotts! They just sat down and refused to keep 
walking. 

ABEL:  That’s right, Dinah. And the traffic is impacting a lot of things 
here in Bethlehem, especially restaurants and hotels. If you didn’t 
reserve a room in advance, you might find yourself stranded. Let’s 
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go to our Senior Hospitality Correspondent, Putcha Feedup, who is 
onsite at a local inn. Putcha? 

 
 

SCENE 4 
THE INN 

 
AT START:  PUTCHA, INNKEPER, and WIFE have entered and stand 
in an aisle. 
 
PUTCHA:  Thanks, Abel. That top story you’re following is so exciting! 

I wish my news was as interesting, but oh well. Yes, it seems like 
all of Bethlehem is filling up quickly. Those who found available 
rooms are joyful. Triumphant even. But then there are those who 
were disappointed to find there were no rooms left at any of the inns. 
I’m with the owners of Bethlehem Camel Inn, and they tell me 
they’ve had to turn a lot of people away. (To the INNKEEPER and 
his WIFE.) Sir, ma’am, thank you for taking the time to meet with 
me. I know you’re busy taking care of your guests. Can you tell me 
how long you have been at capacity? 

INNKEEPER and WIFE:  (Looking at each other, saying together.) Oy! 
INNKEEPER:  It’s been days, but it feels like forever! 
WIFE:  You can say that again. 
INNKEEPER:  (Giving his WIFE a confused look.) It’s been days, but 

it feels like forever! 
PUTCHA:  It must be hard to turn away business. What do you say to 

weary travelers who are looking for a place to stay? 
INNKEEPER:  What else can we say? We’re full—beyond full! I’ve got 

people in every possible space. They’re in the hallways. They’re in 
the lobby. (Looking at his WIFE.) I even gave up our room! I drew 
the line at sending them to the stable, though, because I would 
never stoop that low— 

WIFE:  (Interrupting, elbowing INNKEEPER and wearing a guilty 
expression.) Ummmm, about the stable… 

INNKEEPER:  (Incredulously, looking at her.) Oh no, you did not! 
WIFE:  (Defiantly.) Oh, yes I did! 
PUTCHA:  (Confused.) Huh? What’s going on? (Realization dawns.) 

Wait—did you tell people to sleep in your barn? 
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WIFE:  I didn’t want to, but how could I say no to them? It was a couple, 
and the woman was pregnant. I mean, she was seriously pregnant. 
I wanted to help, so I gave her what I could. At least in the stable, 
they’re sort of away from the cold. 

INNKEEPER:  Well, you’ve got a point there. (Pausing and reflecting.) 
But what would I even charge for that? 

WIFE:  Really? A woman’s about to have a baby, and you’re thinking 
about room rates? 

PUTCHA:  Wait a minute! A pregnant woman? You said, “a seriously 
pregnant woman who’s about to have a baby.” Dinah, Abel, I’ve got 
to check this out! It might be related to that star! Stay tuned for more 
on this developing story! (To the INNKEEPER and his WIFE.) 
Where’s your stable? (The INNKEEPER’S WIFE points her in the 
right direction, and PUTCHA exits. The INNKEEPER and his WIFE 
look at each other, shrug, and exit.) 

 
SONG: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (An ANGEL appears and begins to 
sing the first verse. The audience is encouraged to join in on the second 
verse.) 
 
ANGEL: O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
 Come and behold him, born the King of Angels. 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord. 
 
ALL: Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exaltation, 
 Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above. 
 Glory to God, glory in the highest. 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord. 
 
 

SCENE 5 
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NEWSROOM 
 
AT START:  The action shifts back to ABEL and DINAH at the news 
desk. 
 
ABEL:  Well, that was some report. This story keeps getting better, and 

as it evolves, we’ll continue to bring you exclusive updates. But now 
let’s check out our local weather. Dinah? 

DINAH:  Will do, Abel. This evening’s weather report is sponsored by 
Barak’s Bodacious Baklava. (She puts a bucket of baklava on the 
news desk, and ABEL tries to take a piece. DINAH slaps his hand, 
then continues the spot as Abel surreptitiously sneaks pieces from 
the bucket and eats them.). Want to impress your dinner guests? 
Need the perfect hostess gift? Got a sweet tooth? Don’t bother 
baking—just pick up a bucket of Barak’s Bodacious Baklava. It’s the 
perfect blend of phyllo, nuts, butter, and honey. Bet you can’t stop 
at just one piece! Barak’s Bodacious Baklava, the best baklava 
business in Bethlehem—and beyond! (She holds up a card that 
says #mmmmbaklava.) Hashtag “Mmmmbaklava”! 

ABEL:  (Swallowing some baklava and licking his fingers.) Mmmm, 
thanks, Dinah. (Pause.) Other than cold temperatures, which are 
typical at this time of year, it looks like we’ll come upon a midnight 
clear later on. More than clear, given Leeden Daway’s report on that 
bright star! But the winds from earlier this week seem to have blown 
themselves out. So for now, all is calm, all is bright. 

DINAH:  That’s beautiful. You’re so able with words, Abel. (Mimes 
listening to an update in earpiece, with her hand over her ear.) Well 
now, it seems that Putcha Feedup found her way to the stable 
where that “seriously pregnant” woman and her husband are 
staying. She’s standing by, ready to update us. Putcha? 

 
 

SCENE 6 
THE STABLE 

 
AT START:  PUTCHA, BRAYEN, and DONKEY stand outside the 
stable area, perhaps on some steps or in front of the stage. 
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PUTCHA:  Yes, Dinah. At the moment I’m still outside the stable where 
I’ve encountered the actual donkey who carried that “seriously 
pregnant” woman all the way from Nazareth. By the way, her name 
is Mary—and she’s not pregnant anymore. She had the baby! Also 
with me is Brayen Myere, a donkey whisperer who can relay to us 
exactly what the donkey is saying and thinking! Yes, I know that 
sounds unbelievable, but look at what has occurred so far in the city 
tonight. Stars, angels, and a miracle baby—let’s just add someone 
who can talk to animals to the list! (To BRAYEN.) Ma’am, please 
ask the donkey to tell us about the trip to Bethlehem. 

BRAYEN:  Thank you, Putcha. Give me a minute with my friend here. 
(She leans in close to the DONKEY’s ear, cupping her hand as if 
sharing a secret. The DONKEY reciprocates, braying quietly.) Well, 
he says like most people who are out on the road at the moment, 
their travel was due to the census. Mary’s husband, Joseph, is from 
Bethlehem, so they had to come here. It was a long trip—they left 
several days ago. 

PUTCHA:  And why did Joseph and Mary not travel on foot? 
BRAYEN:  (Repeats whispering to DONKEY, who brays a response, 

louder this time.) He says that Mary couldn’t have possibly walked 
that distance in her condition because she was about to have a 
baby. (The DONKEY “interrupts” BRAYEN to bray some more in 
her ear.) But he says that even though it was hard to travel so far 
with Mary, it was an honor because of the baby she was carrying. 

PUTCHA:  What’s so special about the baby? 
BRAYEN:  (Repeats whispering to DONKEY, who brays a response.) 

For one thing, Mary is a virgin—and for more on that, he said you’ll 
need to talk to her directly. And for another, this baby was sent by 
God and is going to grow up to be the Savior. (The DONKEY 
interrupts BRAYEN again to bray in her ear.) My four-legged friend 
is tired and needs to rest in the stable, but he said he’ll ask if Mary 
and Joseph will talk to you. 

PUTCHA:  Thank you so much, Brayen! Dinah and Abel, check back 
in a few minutes. I want to see if the new parents have a few minutes 
to talk with me.  

 
SONG: “Silent Night” (An ANGEL appears and begins to sing “Silent 
Night.” The audience is encouraged to join in on the second and third 
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verses. During the song, PUTCHA and BRAYEN exit. MARY and 
JOSEPH take their places in the stable. The DONKEY heads to the 
stable, stopping to bray at MARY and JOSEPH.) 
 
ANGEL:  Silent night, holy night!  
 All is calm, all is bright. 
 Round yon virgin, mother and child. 
 Holy infant so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
ALL:  Silent night, holy night!  
 Shepherds quake at the sight. 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, 
 Heavenly hosts sing alleluia. 
 Christ the Savior is born, 
 Christ the Savior is born! 
 
 Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love’s pure light. 
 Radiant beams from thy holy face 
 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus Lord, at thy birth, 
 Jesus Lord, at thy birth. 
 
 

SCENE 7 
NEWSROOM 

 
AT START:  The action shifts back to ABEL and DINAH at the news 
desk. 
 
DINAH:  Clearly, this is no ordinary night for news! I’m excited to hear 

from the new parents, but we have a few moments to give our sports 
report. Abel? 

ABEL:  Thanks, Dinah. Tonight’s sports report is brought to us 
courtesy of the law offices of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Do you 
owe ten thousand denarii or more in back taxes? Is the Roman 
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Empire breathing down your back? Tax attorneys Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob are here for you. This three-generation law firm has a 
deep understanding of our ever-changing and seemingly random 
tax laws, and they’ll make sure you don’t over or under pay! (He 
holds up a card that says #nothingiscertainbutdeathandtaxes and 
reads it aloud.) Hashtag “nothing is certain but death and taxes.” 

DINAH:  That’s very true, Abel. (Pause.) It was a rough night for local 
polo fans. Our beloved Bethlehem Bolters were run over by the 
Gaza Gallopers. And I do mean that literally. The Gallopers came 
on strong from the get-go, with their well-trained Arabians remaining 
above the bit for much of the match. At one point, several of the 
Bolters’ horses bucked, knocking off their riders, and the Gallopers 
plowed through them to put the ball through the goal post yet again. 
The final score: Gallopers four and the Bolters, zero. Ouch. 

ABEL:  Ouch is right! (Miming listening to his earpiece with his hand to 
his ear.) Let’s return to some happier news. We’re going back to the 
stable, where Putcha Feedup is speaking with Mary and Joseph. 
Putcha, what’s the latest? 

 
 

SCENE 8 
THE STABLE 

 
AT START:  PUTCHA has joined JOSEPH and MARY at the stable. 
 
PUTCHA:  Abel, I have good news indeed! I’m delighted to introduce 

Mary and Joseph—Bethlehem’s newest parents! Their story is 
simply amazing. (Turning to MARY.) Let’s start with you, ma’am. 
We heard from your donkey and his interpreter that this wasn’t 
exactly a typical pregnancy… am I right? 

 
MARY and JOSEPH exchange looks. 
 
MARY:  No, it wasn’t. But we knew that going into it. 
JOSEPH:  Well, you knew first. 
MARY:  That’s true. But you learned about it soon after. God sent an 

angel named Gabriel to talk to me. And he said—wait a minute, let 
me remember this correctly— 

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.



16 FIRST NOEL LIVE  

 

 
GABRIEL appears suddenly and stands next to MARY. 
 
GABRIEL:  Let me help you, Mary! I said, “Greetings, you who are 

highly favored! The Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28). 
MARY:  That’s right! And that made me nervous. 
PUTCHA:  Wait a minute—you were nervous because an angel 

appeared, or because of what he said? I’m a little nervous that he 
showed up just now. 

JOSEPH:  (Agreeing.) Right?! 
MARY:  Well, both, but mostly I was afraid of what he told me. But then 

he said— 
GABRIEL:  (Interrupting.) Do not be afraid. You will conceive and give 

birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
MARY:  And then I got really scared and asked how that could happen 

since I was a virgin. 
JOSEPH:  (Agreeing more emphatically.) Right?! 
GABRIEL:  But I told her that the Holy Spirit would come upon her and 

the power of the Most High would overshadow her. 
MARY:  And then somehow I knew that all would be well. So I told him 

that I was the Lord’s servant and that his word should be fulfilled. 
PUTCHA:  (Speechless for a moment.) Wow. (To Joseph.) Anything to 

add, sir? 
JOSEPH:  Yes! So there I am, ready to get married, and we find out 

Mary is pregnant. I knew I wasn’t the father, and the law said that I 
should divorce her. But I loved her and didn’t want to embarrass her 
in public, so I was going to do it quietly. And then I saw this guy 
(Points to GABRIEL.) in a dream. And he said…. What exactly did 
you tell me? 

GABRIEL:  I said, “Do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 
1:20). 

JOSEPH:  That’s it! And he told me what he had told Mary—that she 
would have a son and that we should name him Jesus because he 
would save all people from their sins. Who am I to argue with that? 

PUTCHA:  There is no arguing with that! (Pause.) I have just one more 
question for you. 

JOSEPH:  What’s that? 
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PUTCHA:  Can I please see the baby Jesus? 
MARY:  Of course! 
 
GABRIEL exits. MARY and JOSEPH lead PUTCHA into the stable. 
 
SONG: “Away in a Manger” (ANGEL appears and begins to sing “Away 
in a Manger.” The audience is encouraged to join in on the second and 
third verses.) 
 
ANGEL:  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
 The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head. 
 The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
 The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.  
 
ALL:  The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
 But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.  
 I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky  
 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
 Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 
 Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
 And take us to heaven to live with thee there. 
 
PUTCHA exits. JOSEPH and MARY freeze in a Nativity tableau. 
 
 

SCENE 9 
NEWSROOM 

 
AT START:  The action shifts back to ABEL and DINAH at the news 
desk. 
 
ABEL:  Well, Dinah, it’s a rarity, but I think I’m at a loss for words. 
DINAH:  It’s a rarity all right, Abel. I don’t think it has ever happened! 
ABEL:  (After a pause.) I mean, who would have thought that a cold 

winter’s night could be so… deep? 
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DINAH:  (Giving him a pointed look.) Nope. Still hasn’t happened. 
(Listening to her earpiece.) And the night’s not over yet, Abel. It 
appears that Leeden Daway continued her investigation out in those 
fields, and she has an update. Leeden? 

 
 

SCENE 10 
A FIELD 

 
AT START:  LEEDEN and ANGEL stand in one of the aisles. 
 
LEEDEN:  Yes! Thanks, Dinah. I’ve been hearing angelic voices 

singing sweetly o’er the plains ever since Putcha spoke with the 
innkeeper and his wife, so I tracked them down and found them. 
Let’s listen in for a minute. 

 
SONG: “Angels We Have Heard on High” (The ANGEL begins to sing 
“Angels We Have Heard on High.” The audience is encouraged to join 
in on the second and third verses.) 
 
ANGEL:  Angels we have heard on high,  
 Sweetly singing o’er the plains. 
 And the mountains in reply,  
 Echoing their joyous strains. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
ALL:  Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be  
 which inspire your heav’nly song? 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
 Come to Bethlehem and see  
 Him whose birth the angels sing; 
 Come, adore on bended knee,  
 Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
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