
THE MAGI
IN ADVENT

by Mark Waynick



 
Copyright © Christian Publishers 

Printed in the United States of America 
All Rights Reserved 

 

Copyright Notice 
 
 
 
CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this Work is subject to a royalty. 
This Work is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America and all 
countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations, whether through 
bilateral or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited to, all countries 
covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention and 
the Berne Convention. 
 
RIGHTS RESERVED: All rights to this Work are strictly reserved, including professional and 
amateur stage performance rights. Also reserved are: motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public 
reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, all forms of mechanical or 
electronic reproduction, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, information and storage retrieval systems 
and photocopying, and the rights of translation into non-English languages. 
 
PERFORMANCE RIGHTS AND ROYALTY PAYMENTS: All amateur and stock 
performance rights to this Work are controlled exclusively by Christian Publishers. No amateur 
or stock production groups or individuals may perform this play without securing license and 
royalty arrangements in advance from Christian Publishers. Questions concerning other rights 
should be addressed to Christian Publishers. Royalty fees are subject to change without notice. 
Professional and stock fees will be set upon application in accordance with your producing 
circumstances. Any licensing requests and inquiries relating to amateur and stock (professional) 
performance rights should be addressed to Christian Publishers. 
 
Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or profit 
and whether or not admission is charged. 
 
AUTHOR CREDIT: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this play must 
give the author(s) credit in any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of 
this play. The author’s billing must appear directly below the title on a separate line where no 
other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be at least 50% as large as the title 
of the play. No person or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit than that which is 
given to the author(s). 
 
PUBLISHER CREDIT: Whenever this play is produced, all programs, advertisements, flyers or 
other printed material must include the following notice:  Produced by special arrangement with 
Christian Publishers. 
 
COPYING: Any unauthorized copying of this Work or excerpts from this Work is strictly 
forbidden by law. No part of this Work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including photocopying 

or scanning, without prior permission from Christian Publishers. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MAGI IN ADVENT 
Surprise Visits by the Three Kings 

by Mark Waynick 
  



2 THE MAGI IN ADVENT  

 

THE MAGI IN ADVENT 
Surprise Visits by the Three Kings 

by Mark Waynick 
 
SYNOPSIS:  Gotcha! When Balthazar, Caspar and Melchior pop up 
throughout Advent, it’s far from predictable! Various parts of the service are 
fair game for this road-weary, wise-cracking traveling trio in attention-
grabbing bursts that are short in length but long on humor. Included are: Week 
1, call to worship—The Magi introduce themselves and their mission. Week 
2, sermon introduction—The three Kings seek pastoral encouragement to 
persevere on their journey. Week 3, offertory—When the myrrh goes missing, 
the trio helps collect the offering to provide gifts for the Christ child. Week 4, 
children’s story—The Kings explain what their gold, frankincense and myrrh 
represent in kid-appropriate terms. Christmas Eve, silent scene—The Wise 
Men present their gifts. Your congregation will delight in these recurring 
characters, anticipating how and when they’ll show up next! 
 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
(3 males, 1 either) 

 
BALTHASAR (m) ........................................ Head King. (24 lines) 
CASPAR (m) ................................................ Complaining King. (18 lines) 
MELCHIOR (m) ........................................... Absent-minded King. (16 lines) 
PASTOR (m/f) .............................................. Not exactly a cast member, but 

he/she has a few important lines. 
(2 lines) 

 
NOTE: The three Kings are recurring characters throughout each Sunday of 
Advent skit.  
 
DURATION: 5 scenes, 2-5 minutes each 
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PRODUCTION NOTES 
 
THE KINGS COMETH—In this call to worship for the first Sunday of Advent, 
the three Kings introduce themselves to the congregation and explain that they 
are on their way to find the One who is to be born King of the Jews. 
 
IN SEARCH OF INSPIRATION—This sermon introduction for the second 
Sunday of Advent features the trio of road-weary Kings, as they stop and seek 
inspiration and encouragement from the pastor to continue their mission. 
 
AN OFFERING FOR THE CHRIST CHILD—An offertory for the third 
Sunday of Advent highlights an “oops moment” when the myrrh goes missing, 
resulting in the three Kings helping to collect the morning offering to provide 
gifts to the Christ child.  
 
THE GIFTS EXPLAINED—This optional children’s moment or sketch for 
children’s church for the fourth Sunday of Advent is a teachable time where 
the Kings explain what their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh represent 
to the children. 
 
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD—In this silent scene for the last Sunday of 
Advent or Christmas Eve, Balthasar, Caspar, and Melchior enter carrying their 
gifts to the front of the church, “presenting” them to the Christ child. Several 
options are given as to how this might be done in accordance with your 
church’s tradition and is flexible to be adjusted further as necessary. 
 
AGE LEVEL:  Teens to adults for performers. 

 
PERFORMANCE CONSIDERATIONS:  In general, if you anticipate 
laughter from the congregation after certain lines, rehearse with that 
expectation, pausing so the following line will be heard. 
 
An Offering for the Christ Child (week 3) calls for an audience member to 
read Scripture. You may wish to have an audience “plant” unless you are 
confident that a volunteer will find the Scripture readily and would be willing 
to read it aloud. 
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The Gifts Explained (week 4)—If children have their own worship time and 
place, another option for this sketch might be for the three Kings to “drop by” 
and visit them there. 

 
The Light of the World (Christmas Eve or week 4)—If the church’s tradition 
is to pass candlelight during the singing of “Silent Night,” the action may take 
place while the carol is being played. When the three Kings begin to leave, the 
congregation may begin singing and passing the candlelight according to your 
tradition. Another option would be for the three Kings to pass the candlelight 
to the congregation as they exit, working their way to the rear of the sanctuary. 
 
COSTUMES:  All three Kings should wear robes in rich colors—navy, 
burgundy, green, purple, or red, for example. Think bathrobes jazzed up with 
gold braid, choir or graduation robes, costumes in your supply closet, or 
handmade pieces. There are also many options online if you prefer to order a 
costume.  
 
Every good king needs a crown, and these wise guys are no exception. You 
may make them using online templates, adding fake stones for bling. You may 
also purchase crowns at dollar stores or costume shops.  

 
PROPS:  You will need a cell phone and the three gifts. Create a gold bar fit 
for a king by wrapping a rectangular box in gold foil wrapping paper. 
Frankincense, an offering and healing agent, may be represented by an incense 
burner. Myrrh, used to anoint or embalm, may be depicted with a fancy vase 
filled with potpourri or by an exotic-looking perfume bottle in a deep jewel-
tone color (red, purple, or blue). In the absence of these suggestions, really 
any type of carved wooden box or small trunk, interesting-looking basket, or 
beautiful bottle may be used.  

 
MUSIC:  The two songs cited in the script are “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
and “Silent Night,” widely available in hymnals or compilations of Christmas 
music. 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®. Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 
Biblica, Inc.™. Used by permission of Zondervan. 
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THE KINGS COMETH 
Call to Worship, First Sunday of Advent 

 
AT START:  BALTHASAR, CASPAR, AND MELCHIOR hold their 
gifts—as they do every week—and enter slowly and in a stately manner 
from the rear of the sanctuary, “interrupting’’ the beginning of worship. 
  
BALTHASAR:  Good morning! Let me introduce myself. My name is 

Balthasar. Over there is Caspar, and… (MELCHIOR is sitting in the 
congregation, talking to a parishioner.) Melchior, will you get over 
here? (MELCHIOR meanders to the front.) You see, we’re Magi 
from the East, and we like looking up at the night sky for signs and 
such. So, a couple of years ago while stargazing, we noticed an 
incredibly bright new object in the sky. 

CASPAR:  Melchior thought it was a UFO. 
MELCHIOR:  Well, it was a thought. 
CASPAR:  Yeah, but not a very good one, because it just stayed in 

one place in the western sky. 
BALTHASAR:  Then I remembered a prophecy that a King would be 

born to the Hebrews, a nation of people that lived—you guessed 
it—in the West! 

CASPAR:  That’s right. And since we believed stars might foretell the 
birth of such a king… well, Balthasar and I just had to see it for 
ourselves. 

BALTHASAR:  And then Melchior’s wife begged us to take him with 
us. 

MELCHIOR:  You never told me that! 
CASPAR:  We have heard this King of the Jews will be known as 

Emmanuel, which in their language means “God with us,” and that 
he will save his people. Can you imagine how exciting it would be 
to witness the birth of such a king? 

BALTHASAR:  So here we are on our way, with gifts for the King to be 
born! (Next line spoken, not sung.) O come, O come Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel! 

  
SONG: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
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As the congregation sings, CASPAR, MELCHIOR, and BALTHASAR 
exit. 
 
 

IN SEARCH OF INSPIRATION 
Sermon Introduction, Second Sunday of Advent 

 
AT START:  BALTHASAR, CASPAR, and MELCHIOR enter from the 
rear of the sanctuary at the beginning of the PASTOR’s message, 
interrupting and causing a stir. Now they seem tired, dragging along 
and walking slowly. 
 
CASPAR:  Hey guys, I’m kind of losing some of the enthusiasm I had 

when we first started this adventure! 
MELCHIOR:  Yeah, I’m hot, thirsty, and this landscape is boring. 
BALTHASAR:  Melchior, will you look up the word “desert” please, and 

tell me what it says? 
MELCHIOR:  (Pulls out cell phone.) Let’s see… dessert? No, no, that’s 

not right. Oh, here it is. “Desert: a hot, dry land with sporadic rainfall 
and sparse vegetation.” Oh, I get it—we’re crossing a desert! 

 
BALTHASAR shakes his head. 
 
BALTHASAR:  Hey, it looks like this fellow [or lady] up there (Motioning 

to the PASTOR.) is about to address these people. Maybe he [or 
she] has words that will inspire us to continue our journey! 

CASPAR:  I doubt it. 
 
BALTHASAR glares at CASPAR. 
 
BALTHASAR:  (To the PASTOR.) Sir [or ma’am], were you about to 

address these people? 
PASTOR:  Well, that was my plan as of a few minutes ago! 
BALTHASAR:  Oh… sorry to interrupt. May I ask what the subject of 

your talk is? 
PASTOR:  _____________. [States the title or topic of sermon.] 
MELCHIOR:  (To BALTHASAR and CASPAR.) Hey, that might give us 

some inspiration! 

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
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CASPAR:  I doubt it. 
 
MELCHIOR and BALTHASAR both glare at CASPAR. 
 
BALTHASAR:  (To the PASTOR.) Sir [or ma’am], if you don’t mind, 

we’ll just go to the back of the congregation and take 
encouragement from your wisdom. Then we’ll be on our way. We’re 
supposed to meet up with a guy named Herod, whom we’ve been 
told might help us with directions. 

 
BALTHASAR, MELCHIOR and CASPAR bow and make polite 
gestures to the PASTOR, then turn and exit through the back of the 
sanctuary. 
 
 

AN OFFERING FOR THE CHRIST CHILD 
Offertory, Third Sunday of Advent 

 
AT START:  As the offertory is about to begin, BALTHASAR enters 
from the back of the sanctuary with an attitude of great pomp while 
CASPAR and MELCHIOR lag lazily behind. MELCHIOR is not holding 
his gift. 
 
SONG: “We Three Kings” 
 
The piano, organ, or band begins playing. As the carol ends, 
BALTHASAR and CASPAR reach the front. MELCHIOR lags behind. 
 
BALTHASAR:  Melchior, will you hurry up? You’re always lagging 

behind. We’re supposed to be there by the end of December, and 
we’re already running late. 

CASPAR:  I really don’t trust that Herod guy. He seemed kind of 
creepy. 

BALTHASAR:  Yeah, I don’t either. In fact, I had a dream last night 
that we were to go back home by a different route and bypass the 
dude. 

CASPAR:  Are you sure we’re still following the same star that we were 
when we started? 

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
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BALTHASAR:  (Looking back disgustedly.) Of course I’m sure. I am 
wise, you know.      

MELCHIOR:  (Has reached the front by now.) Yeah, but your wife told 
me you would rather ride your camel around for a month than stop 
and ask for directions. 

CASPAR:  Look—I’m incredibly tired. Can we please stop and rest a 
few minutes? 

BALTHASAR:  OK, OK!  
 
CASPAR, MELCHIOR, and BALTHASAR stop to rest, take off crowns, 
put down gifts, etc. 
 
CASPAR:  Man, those camels stink! 
MELCHIOR:  Hey guys, have you heard this one? Why did the camel 

cross the sand dune? 
BALTHASAR:  I don’t know, Mel. Why did the camel cross the sand 

dune? 
MELCHIOR:  To get to the other side! 
 
MELCHIOR and CASPAR fall over laughing, holding their sides, drying 
their eyes, etc. BALTHASAR is not amused. 
 
BALTHASAR:  All right, we’ve wasted enough time. Let’s go. 
MELCHIOR:  Wait! Oh, no! I’ve lost my myrrh! 
CASPAR:  What? 
MELCHIOR:  I’ve lost my myrrh! 
BALTHASAR:  Well, where did you last have it? 
MELCHIOR:  If I knew that, then it wouldn’t be lost, now would it? 
CASPAR:  Well, what are we going to do now? We can’t show up with 

just gold and frankincense. 
MELCHIOR:  Why not? 
BALTHASAR:  (Addressing audience.) Can anyone out there help us 

out? Someone look up Matthew 2:11, please. 
CASPAR:  (To MELCHIOR, while the Scripture is being found.) Dude, 

I can’t believe you lost your myrrh. 
BALTHASAR:  Has anyone found that Scripture yet? 
CASPAR:  (To MELCHIOR.) You know, I think you would lose your 

head if it wasn’t attached. 
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