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WAKE UP, 
JERUSALEM 

By Don and Donna Lott 



CAST OF CHARACTERS

CLARK — TV news anchor, street clothes

KENT — TV news anchor, street clothes

SOLDIER 1 — Roman soldier, soldier costume

SOLDIER 2 — Roman soldier, soldier costume

SARGE — Roman officer, soldier costume

NOAH ELIJAH — TV weatherperson, street clothes

TV CREWMAN — Non-speaking, street clothes

DENT FENDER — Traffic reporter, street clothes

NICODEMUS — Jewish religious leader, simple Bible costume

CAIAPHAS — High Priest, fancy Bible costume

SCOOP JOHNSON — Reporter, street clothes

PETER, JAMES and JOHN — Simple Bible costumes

SALOME, JOANNA, MARY 1 and MARY 2 — 
Simple Bible costumes

Note: Characters may be played by children, 
adults or a combination
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PRODUCTION NOTES

Wake Up, Jerusalem can be performed with no set changes. Your
stage should be divided into two scenes.

The newsroom scene should be on one side of the stage with the
news desk toward the center and a smaller area with an easel for
the traffic report map and weather report. The news desk should
be large enough to seat the two anchors and two guests. A
backdrop with a news logo may be added. The logo may also be
added to the front of the desk. Floodlights may be used to
alternately light the news desk and the traffic/weather area.

The other scene should be on the other side of the stage. It should
be large enough to permit the eight actors to move about. If you
have a smaller stage area, this scene can take place on the floor in
front of the news desk or in a choir loft behind it. An “upper room”
backdrop may be added, as well as some simple furniture if
desired. Again, floodlights can be used to light and dim this area.

The only props needed are a hand-held microphone and clipboard
for Scoop and two papers, one for Soldier 2 and the other for TV
Crewman.

The approximate running time of this play with smooth segues is
fifteen to twenty minutes.
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(Scene opens with two reporters, CLARK and KENT, sitting at
a table. There are two empty chairs on either side of the two
reporters.)

CLARK:  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I’m Clark.
KENT:  And I’m Kent.
CLARK:  Welcome to Wake Up, Jerusalem, the number one

morning news show in the world. We’re broadcasting
live today, just minutes away from the hillside where
the once-popular Jesus of Nazareth was crucified. This
marks the beginning of the third day since the
Crucifixion, and what an eventful three days it’s been.

KENT:  That’s right, Clark, but we’ve been able to capture
the events in stories you’ll see only here on Wake Up,
Jerusalem. We’re offering you complete coverage,
including live interviews and on-location reporting, as
well as the latest on rumors that the body of Jesus is
missing. (KENT’s voice trails off as SOLDIERS 1 and 2 enter
talking excitedly, unaware they’ve stumbled into a live
newscast.)

SOLDIER 1:  Who do you think rolled the stone away?
SOLDIER 2:  I don’t know, but I guess it was one of those

fellows in the bright white clothes.
SOLDIER 1:  Are you sure we didn’t dream that part?
SOLDIER 2:  Don’t be ridiculous! How could we both have

the same dream?
SOLDIER 1:  Beats me, but those priests told us to tell

everyone the body was stolen after we fell asleep.
KENT:  Hmmm. Excuse me, but could you please get off the

set?
SOLDIER 2:  (Confused look) The what?
SOLDIER 1:  (Wipes his eyes.) We must be dreaming!
KENT:  You have to get off the set. We’re on live TV.
SOLDIER 1:  (Excitedly) TV! We’re on live TV! (Looks puzzled.)

What’s TV?
CLARK:  That’s kind of hard to explain, but right now there
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are millions of people watching you.
SOLDIER 1:  (Stands up tall and looks into camera, thrilled by the

thought that millions are watching.) Millions of people are
watching us right now? Where are they?

CLARK:  You can’t see them, but they can see you when you
look there, right into that camera. (SOLDIERS 1 and 2
step forward and look out to audience as if looking deeply into
camera, then wave to camera.)

KENT:  Excuse me, do I understand that you are the soldiers
who were sent to guard the tomb of Jesus?

SOLDIER 1:  (With pride) Yeah, we’re the ones. We were there,
all right.

SOLDIER 2:  But we’re not the soldiers that were in charge.
We were just there to watch and learn. (Sheepishly) We’re
soldier trainees.

CLARK:  Still, if you were there, you must know something.
Remember, millions of people are watching and want to
hear firsthand what really happened to Jesus’ body.
Can you give us any information?

SOLDIER 1:  (With wide eyes, eager to impress the audience, begins
to tell everything he knows.) Why sure, I’d be happy to. It
was a dark, quiet night, when suddenly there was a big
crash! I don’t know if it was thunder or what. All I know
is it scared me so bad I jumped up and put my helmet
on backwards. Couldn’t see a thing. That’s when I ran
into that tree.

SOLDIER 2:  (Continues excitedly.) Then there was a bright
light that almost blinded us. All of a sudden — and I
mean out of nowhere — two fellows appeared. They
were dressed in the whitest white I’ve ever seen. All us
guys started running around and bumping into one
another — I mean, the ones who hadn’t already fainted.
We were scared and just wanted to get out of there.

SOLDIER 1:  When I came to my senses, everybody was
wondering how the stone got rolled away and where
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the body went. (SARGE enters angrily. SOLDIER 1 sees him,
smiles and waves.) Oh, hi, Sarge! This is our sergeant,
everybody! 

SARGE:  What do you think you’re doing?! You weren’t
talking about what we told you not to talk about, were
you?!

SOLDIER 1:  Well, we were just …
SARGE:  (Interrupts.) I know what you were just doing.

Where’s the statement you were given to read?!
SOLDIER 2:  (Remembering) Oh yeah, that.
SARGE:  (Mocking) “Oh yeah, that.” What am I going to do

with you two? Well, where is it?!
SOLDIER 2:  (Feels around his clothes, searching for paper.) I

know it’s here somewhere. (Pulls off hat, looking inside.)
Oh, (Laughs) here it is.

SARGE:  (Snatching paper) Give me that! (Looks at audience,
clears his throat. Takes on official tone. Reads.) “In the days
ahead, you will hear rumors that Jesus’ body was raised
from the dead, but we want to inform you that this is
only a rumor. The truth is his disciples came during the
night, while we were asleep, and stole the body. Please
correct anyone who tries to convince you otherwise.
Thank you for your help in this matter.” (SARGE turns to
SOLDIERS, resumes angry tone.) Fall in line, soldiers.
(SOLDIERS 1 and 2 line up and stand at attention.)
Remember: The number one rule of being a good soldier
is to follow orders! Now follow me. (SOLDIERS 1 and 2
follow SARGE but trip and stumble Off-stage. SARGE chants
a marching cadence until all three exit.)

CLARK:  (Addresses KENT.) What do you make of that, Kent?
KENT:  Well, Clark, we seem to have conflicting stories here.

The official statement, released by the Roman army,
states that Jesus’ body was stolen by his disciples.
However, the young trainees were certain that they had
seen and heard some unusual things.
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CLARK:  Stay tuned for more on the soldiers and the
possible coverup. We’ll bring any breaking news to you
live.

KENT:  We’ll also be talking today with Nicodemus and
Caiaphas, two experts in the law. And be sure to stay
tuned for a special report from Scoop Johnson, our
investigative reporter. He’s uncovered the whereabouts
of some of Jesus’ disciples who have been in hiding
since the Crucifixion. We’ll be interviewing them later
in the newscast.

CLARK:  But first, we’re going to take a look at the current
weather conditions with Noah Elijah. (NOAH ELIJAH
enters on opposite side of stage.) Noah, tell us about the
weather.

NOAH:  (To audience) We have nothing unusual to report in
the way of weather. No manna falling from the heavens
and no flash flooding today. There’s been no recurrence
of sudden darkness like we had on Friday, either. In
fact, weather conditions are calm right now. You can
expect mild temperatures today, and with no rain in the
forecast, leave those umbrellas and arks at home. (TV
CREWMAN hands NOAH a sheet of paper.) This just in: The
National Weather Center has just issued a severe fire
and brimstone warning for those of you living in the
Sodom and Gomorrah area. (Looks back to CLARK.) Now
back to you, Clark. (NOAH exits.)

CLARK:  Thank you, Noah. However, I think that warning
came in a little late.

KENT:  (To audience) Debate still continues over Jesus, even
after his death and burial. Who was he? Were his claims
true? What incited religious leaders against him when
he did so much to help so many? Here to discuss the
ministry and claims of Jesus are two well-known and
well-respected leaders. Both are considered experts in
the law of Moses, and both have a personal knowledge
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of Jesus. But their opinions of him differ greatly. Ladies
and Gentlemen, Caiaphas the high priest and
Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish council. (CAIAPHAS
and NICODEMUS enter. CAIAPHAS takes a seat in the empty
chair beside CLARK. NICODEMUS sits beside KENT.)

CLARK:  Gentlemen, let me begin by saying what an honor it
is to have two such distinguished men as yourselves on
our show today. High Priest Caiaphas, let’s begin with
you. You’ve been quite outspoken in your criticisms of
Jesus. Can you tell us why?

CAIAPHAS:  (Skeptical voice) Certainly, Clark. As you know,
our people have lived by the law of Moses for twelve
hundred years. As the high priest, I have been a strict
follower and enforcer of the law. You asked why I’m
critical of Jesus. It’s simple. For all of his claims to be
the Son of God, Jesus certainly showed little respect for
God’s law. Jesus entertained his followers and the
crowds by healing people, which I have no problem
with. But why on the Sabbath? Wasn’t it God himself
who handed the law to Moses, stating that the Sabbath
was to be a day of rest? Furthermore, Jesus violated the
most sacred part of the law when he called himself the
Son of God. What blasphemy!

KENT:  I’m no expert in Jewish law, but isn’t blasphemy
punishable by execution?

CAIAPHAS:  Precisely, Kent.
KENT:  Nicodemus, you are an expert in Jewish law. Do you

agree that Jesus deserved to die for claiming to be the
Son of God?

NICODEMUS:  Like Caiaphas, I’ve followed the law
religiously and taught others to do the same. I also
thought Jesus to be at odds with the law, but that was
before I sought him out personally. I wanted to know if
what Jesus taught agreed with God’s law, so I went to
him late one night. I expected to find a great teacher,
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but what I found was more. All my life I’ve watched and
waited for the Messiah, the one who would explain
God’s law with authority. I wanted to know for myself if
Jesus was the one.

CAIAPHAS:  (Stands, pounds fists on table in anger. Speaks
loudly.) Nicodemus, how could you confuse the heretic
Jesus with the coming Messiah? When the Messiah
comes, he will uphold the law, not trample it!

NICODEMUS:  Jesus summed up the law in two great
commands: Love God and love others. Healing anyone,
even on the Sabbath, is in keeping with the heart of the
law. To heal is to love, and God is love.

CLARK:  (CAIAPHAS sits again.) So, Nicodemus, you agree
with the followers of Jesus, that Jesus was the Messiah
and was wrongfully crucified?

NICODEMUS:  I don’t fully understand what has taken
place, but I do know the power of God was with Jesus.
How else could he have done the miraculous things he
did? And by what other authority could he have taught
a message that caused sinners to turn toward God?

CAIAPHAS:  (Angrily) You say he turned people toward God.
I say he led the crowds to disobedience.

KENT:  Caiaphas, you’ve said you don’t believe Jesus to be
the Son of God and implied that his death would be the
end of him. Why, then, did you ask Pilate to post a guard
at Jesus’ tomb? Did it have to do with Jesus’ claim that
he would be resurrected?

CAIAPHAS:  The posting of the guard was merely a
precaution. We heard Jesus’ delusional followers might
steal the body and try to convince others he’d been
resurrected. Can you imagine the hysteria that would
result from such a rumor?

CLARK:  (He stands.) Gentlemen, (CAIAPHAS, KENT and
NICODEMUS stand too.) I’m sorry to say it, but we are
almost out of time. Nicodemus, can you give us one
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more comment before you go?
NICODEMUS:  (Looks out at audience.) Rumors come and go,

but by the end of this day, we’ll know whether Jesus’
claims were true. (NICODEMUS and CAIAPHAS exit.
CLARK and KENT take their seats again.)

KENT:  (Speaking to audience) Well, folks, now it’s your turn.
We want to hear from you what you know about Jesus.
Have you seen any evidence that he is alive? If so, call
or fax us right now. The number is 555-NEWS. That’s
555-NEWS.

CLARK:  While we’re waiting for the audience to respond,
let’s go to our traffic reporter, Dent Fender, for a look
at the ride in this morning. (DENT enters at opposite side
of stage.) Dent?

DENT:  (Gesturing to map on easel) A smooth ride into
Jerusalem if you’re entering from the north side, but be
aware of an overturned chariot on the Damascus Road.
Expect a delay as you travel through the city as rubber-
neckers slow down to watch two soldiers being chased
through the marketplace by an officer. Also, be careful
on Main Street where a camel had an accident — and I
do mean an accident. Watch your step out there. Now
back to you, Clark. (DENT exits.)

CLARK:  Hmmm. Anyway, welcome back to the show. While
the faxes and phone calls keep rolling in, we’re going
live to Scoop Johnson, our investigative reporter, for a
story we broke first here on Wake Up, Jerusalem.
Scoop? Scoop? Are you there? (SCOOP enters with PETER,
JAMES and JOHN.)

SCOOP:  Hi, Clark. Hi, Kent. I’m here with Peter, James and
John, close friends and followers of Jesus. As you know,
these are three of the disciples who went into hiding
after Jesus was crucified last Friday, but all three have
agreed to explain to us a little about what they’ve been
feeling since Jesus’ death. (To the DISCIPLES) Can you
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tell us what you’re feeling now that Jesus is dead?
PETER:  (Obviously depressed) I left everything to follow

Christ. Without him, I feel alone and hopeless. I can’t
imagine trying to carry on the ministry without him. He
was the power behind it.

JAMES:  (Remembers Jesus fondly.) And what power he had!
Remember how he multiplied the loaves and fish to feed
over five thousand people? And how he spoke to the
religious leaders with such authority? He only did what
was right and good. (Looks down, speaks sadly.) It isn’t fair
that his life should end in such a senseless way.

SCOOP:  Are you saying that you believe Jesus’ life and
ministry are over?

PETER:  (Confused) I really don’t know what to believe
anymore. How can I follow Jesus now that he’s been
crucified? I even denied him when he was alive.

JOHN:  (Trying to encourage PETER, speaks directly to him.) Peter,
you have to forgive yourself for your shortcomings. All
of us wish Jesus was back here today so we could
apologize for things we should have done differently. If
we learned anything from Jesus, it was that he forgave
sinners. He would be the first to forgive you for your
denial — and me for my lack of courage. Remember, we
all scattered when Jesus was killed. Except the women.
They’ve gone to the tomb and are standing by him, even
in his death.

SCOOP:  You say the women have gone to the tomb. Could it
be they went there with other followers to steal his
body?

PETER:  (Offended) What?! That’s an outrage. Jesus died a
cruel death. The least we can do is let him lie in peace
now.

SCOOP:  Are you aware that the body of Jesus has been
reported missing?

JOHN: (Surprised) What are you talking about? Who said the
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body is missing?
SCOOP:  The Roman officials released a report earlier today

saying that some of you stole the body during the night.
JAMES:  That’s ridiculous! We’ve been here since Friday.

Only the women left, and that was just this morning.
(Off-stage voices and commotion are heard as SALOME and
JOANNA enter crying loudly. They move across the stage to the
DISCIPLES.)

JOANNA:  (Crying) Oh, John, it’s just awful. I can hardly
believe it, but the stone was rolled away and the body is
gone.

SALOME:  (Crying, obviously distraught) It’s as if he vanished
into thin air. His clothes are there, but his body isn’t.
What are we going to do? He didn’t even get a proper
burial. Who could be so heartless?

JOHN:  (Speaks in a soothing tone.) Salome, calm down. Now,
tell us what happened.

SALOME:  (Tearfully) We went to the tomb early this morning
with spices to anoint Jesus’ body for burial. On the way
we wondered how we were going to move the stone, but
when we got there, the stone was rolled away. And our
Savior’s body was gone.

JOHN:  Are you sure?
SALOME:  (Insistently) Yes, we looked inside and there was no

body. We ran here to tell you.
PETER:  (Excitedly) Come on, John, let’s get to the tomb.

Maybe we’ll find clues there that will lead us to the
thieves.

JOHN:  James, you stay here with the women. They killed
Jesus. If they’ve stolen his body, they may come after us
next. (PETER and JOHN exit.)

SCOOP:  Salome, could you tell us again what you saw this
morning?

SALOME:  It happened like I told John. When we got to the
tomb, the stone was rolled away and the body was gone.
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