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PREFACE

As children anxiously await Christmas, they are barraged by
television commercials, newspaper ads, and store displays
drawing their focus from the true meaning of Christmas.
Written as an alternative to or in conjunction with the
traditional Advent candle lighting, this program features the
participation of children. 

The presentation may also take the place of the children’s
sermonette or be used as a Sunday school opening. Wherever
it is presented, the four Advent programs direct the
youngsters’ attention to Christ’s birth and the historical
preparation from the perspective of Isaiah, John the Baptist,
the angel Gabriel, the heavenly host, and the magi. The
readings and narration help to create the excitement of
Christmas and allow full participation by the children as
they set up the Nativity scene and sing the Advent song. 

The fifth presentation, focusing on the appearance of the
Christ child, may be used during a Christmas worship
service or as the opening to the children’s Christmas
program. 

All scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission
of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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CAST OF PARTICIPANTS

READERS 1 and 2
(You may designate a new Reader 1 and 2 each 

Sunday. More readers may be added if you wish.)

SINGERS
(Any number of children may sing.)

FIVE CHILDREN
(One per week, to place the Nativity figurines.)
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PRODUCTION NOTES

A Nativity scene is often displayed in homes and churches to
depict the wondrous event at Christmas. This program uses
the crèche as the focal point for children to witness the
Christmas story in small scenes during each week of Advent.
A large Nativity scene is most effective and is best viewed
on a stand in front of the worship space or Sunday school
area. Before the first presentation, the stable and farm
animals, such as cows and oxen, should be placed in the
scene. The sheep will be placed with the shepherd and the
camels with the kings. Beginning with the first Sunday of
Advent, each week the children will hear a brief portion of
the Christmas story and will add the appropriate pieces to
the Nativity scene. The Christ child will be the last piece to
be added during a Christmas program or service. 

Selected children participate by reading the narration or
placing the Nativity scene pieces in the stable. The other
children may surround the crèche to witness the activity and
sing a verse of “Song of Advent.” Two readers are designated
for each of the programs, but to involve more children, each
part may have a different reader. During the weeks of
Advent, a different Sunday school class might be the
presenters. Children could be selected as a reward for perfect
attendance, at random, or by any method agreed upon by the
teachers and/or pastor. 

“Song of Advent” may be sung by the children or printed in
a church bulletin for participation by the congregation. The
song includes original words written by the author and is
sung to a familiar tune, which is in the public domain. 
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Words for “Song of Advent”
(Tune: “Good Christian Men [or Friends] Rejoice”)

First Sunday of Advent
Verse 1

The house of David traveled then,
From Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
To register by law’s decree.

So Joseph came with sweet Mary
And found no place to rest their head. 

A stable’s straw became their bed. 
God’s true gift for man

Soon will come from heaven. 

Second Sunday of Advent
Verse 2

Above the hills of Bethlehem, 
A heavenly angel sang a hymn,
Peace and joy to all the earth, 
Announcing Jesus’ lowly birth. 

Shepherds stood in awe and fear
When God’s own messenger appeared. 

In a manger see, 
Christ will set you free. 

Third Sunday of Advent
Verse 3

The shepherds knelt and cringed with fear
When heavenly angels hovered near, 

Bringing news of wondrous joy, 
In Bethlehem is born a boy, 

Child of man and God is born
In a stable so forlorn. 
Shepherds rise and go, 
Bethlehem’s star aglow. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Verse 4

A heavenly star above the earth, 
Announced to all the wondrous birth. 

From the East the Magi came, 
Bearing gifts to give the King. 
Found him in a manger stall, 

Jesus came to save us all. 
Praise the Lord and sing, 
Worship Christ the King. 

Christmas
Verse 5

In Bethlehem God’s Son is given, 
A gift to man come down from heaven. 

There a manger for his bed, 
No kingly crown upon his head. 

He was born to save us all, 
And lead us to God’s heavenly hall. 

Join to sing God’s praise. 
Christ is born today!
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Advent I

(READERS 1 and 2 enter and stand at the podium.)
READER 1: God sent a messenger, a son born to Elizabeth,

to prepare for the coming of the Christ child. He was
named John as God had commanded. And you, my
child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you
will go before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to
give his people the knowledge of salvation through the
forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of
our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from
heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace
(Luke 1:76-79).

READER 2: Today is the first Sunday in Advent, and just as
John prepared the way for Jesus’ birth, Christians also
get ready for Christ’s coming in many ways. For our
preparation, we will get ready using a Nativity scene as
we listen to verses from the Christmas story. 

READER 1: In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree
that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. (This was the first census that took place while
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to
his own town to register. So Joseph also went up from
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem
the town of David, because he belonged to the house
and line of David. He went there to register with Mary,
who was pledged to be married to him and was
expecting a child (Luke 2:1-5).

READER 2: Because the city was so crowded with people
coming to Bethlehem to register, Mary and Joseph
could find no place to stay. An innkeeper let them rest
in his stable where he kept his animals. (CHILDREN
proceed to the Nativity scene and place Mary, Joseph, and
animals in the stable, then all the CHILDREN gather to sing
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the first verse of the “Song of Advent.”

Song of Advent
Verse 1

(Sung to the tune of “Good Christian Men [or Friends] Rejoice”)

CHILDREN: (Singing) The house of David traveled then,
From Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
To register by law’s decree. 
So Joseph came with sweet Mary
And found no place to rest their head. 
A stable’s straw became their bed. 
God’s true gift for man
Soon will come from heaven. 

Advent II

(READERS 1 and 2 enter and stand at the podium.)
READER 1: In those days John the Baptist came, preaching

in the Desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is near.” This is he who was spoken
of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling
in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make
straight paths for him’ ” (Matthew 3:1-3).

READER 2: God sent John to prepare the way for Jesus,
who came to earth to be our Savior. As Christmas
nears, we also prepare in different ways. Last Sunday,
we heard how Joseph and Mary came to Bethlehem to
register for a census. All the rooms were filled and they
made a bed in a stable. Today is the second Sunday of
Advent and we will hear the message of the angels. 

READER 1: And there were shepherds living out in the
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were
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terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and
lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to men on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:8-14).

READER 2: As you heard, besides John the Baptist, God
also sent angels as messengers. The angel Gabriel
spoke to Joseph and Mary, and an angel spoke to the
shepherds watching their flocks in the fields around
Bethlehem. Angels remind us of God’s constant care for
his children. (CHILDREN proceed to the Nativity scene and
place an angel over the stable, then all of the CHILDREN
gather to sing the second verse of the “Song of Advent.”)

Song of Advent
Verse 2

(Sung to the tune of “Good Christian Men [or Friends] Rejoice”)

CHILDREN: (Singing) Above the hills of Bethlehem, 
A heavenly angel sang a hymn, 
Peace and joy to all the earth,
Announcing Jesus’ lowly birth. 
Shepherds stood in awe and fear
When God’s own messenger appeared. 
In a manger see, 
Christ will set you free. 

Advent III

(READERS 1 and 2 enter and stand at the podium.)
READER 1: The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
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you have found favor with God. You will be with child
and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne
of his father David, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end” (Luke 1:30-
33).

READER 2: An angel came to Joseph and Mary to
announce Jesus’ birth. God’s heavenly host was sent to
prepare the whole world for Christ’s coming. But the
night Jesus was born, the message was given first to
the shepherds who tended the flocks of sheep in the
hills around Bethlehem. As we celebrate the third
Sunday of Advent, imagine on that special night the
sky bursting with a heavenly light and a host of angels
praising God. 

READER 1: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to men … ” When the angels had left them and
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they
hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby,
who was lying in the manger (Luke 2:14-16).

READER 2: Today as we prepare for Christ’s birth, we
remember the angels who appeared to the shepherds
and brought good news of great joy to all the world.
Remember that God did not send his angel first to
kings and rich men, but the Lord sent the angel to the
hard-working shepherds who spent their days and
nights in the fields, watching the sheep. This reminds
us that Jesus was not born in a palace wrapped in silk
and fur, but he was born in a stable and wrapped in
rags, and his bed was the animals’ food trough. As we
prepare for Christ’s birth, remember that Jesus came
into the world for all people, rich and poor. (CHILDREN
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proceed to the Nativity scene and place the shepherds with
their sheep around the stable, then all the CHILDREN gather
to sing the third verse of the “Song of Advent.”)

Song of Advent
Verse 3

(Sung to the tune of “Good Christian Men [or Friends] Rejoice”)

CHILDREN: (Singing) The shepherds knelt and cringed 
with fear

When heavenly angels hovered near, 
Bringing news of wondrous joy,
In Bethlehem is born a boy, 
Child of man and God is born
In a stable so forlorn. 
Shepherds rise and go,
Bethlehem’s star aglow.

Advent IV

(READERS 1 and 2 enter and stand at the podium.)
READER 1: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the

glory of the Lord rises upon you. See, darkness covers
the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but
the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over
you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn. The wealth of the seas will be
brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will
come. Herds of camels will cover your land, young
camels of Midian and Ephah. And all from Sheba will
come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the
praise of the Lord (Isaiah 60:1-3,5-6).

READER 2: Isaiah prophesied hundreds of years before
Jesus’ birth that he would be born in Bethlehem and
visited by kings. Today, on the fourth Sunday of
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