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An Easter program for children

by Susan Sundwall



CAST OF CHARACTERS 

THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES
(Optional number)

MARY, JESUS’ MOTHER

MARY

THE APOSTLE PETER

PETE

MIRIAM

MARISSA

DOUBTING THOMAS

TOM

ANGEL

ANGELINA

Pre-K through second-grade children may pass out clouds
at the end of the performance.
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PRODUCTION NOTES

Summary
It’s Easter Sunday morning, and an unusual group of
people is visiting your church. New Testament and
modern believers alike testify to the power and glory of
the risen Lord. They learn to give up their fears and
exchange them for the love, forgiveness, and salvation
that Jesus offers each one of us.

Running Time
Approximately twenty minutes.  

Costumes 
• Plain lengths of cloth to use as head scarves 

or shawls for New Testament characters.
• Modern dress for contemporary characters. 
• White robe or garland halo for the Angel.

Set
• Table with a large cross standing on it.

Props
• Two large bags to sit on the table, one on each side
of the cross. One is a brown paper bag with “fear,”
“anger,” “guilt,” “cheating,” and other words with a
negative association printed on it in large black letters.
The other bag is all white with the word “Love” on the
front in large gold letters.
• Nine stones, one for each character (except the
Angel). Make sure they are large enough to be visible
to the congregation. The characters will place their
stones in the brown bag after telling their stories.
• Clouds cut from white poster board or any other
heavyweight paper. Prior to Easter, your church’s
Sunday school children may make the clouds as follows:

1. Ahead of the craft session, make several stencils
using

the cloud pattern on page iv. 
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2. The children may trace around the stencil and cut out
the clouds. 

3. They may edge each cloud with white or gold glitter or 
silver marker. 

4. Next, they may glue a gold-colored cross to the center
of each cloud. 

5. The last step is to write out Hebrews 12:1 below the
gold cross: 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that
so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us.”

There should be a cloud for each person in the expected audience,
as well as for each character in the program. Place the clouds in
the white bag. The characters take a cloud out of the white bag
and hold it in front of them after exchanging their stones.

All Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL
VERSION ®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International
Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All
rights reserved.
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Lovelight
A Tenebrae Service for Holy Week 

Order of Service

Lovelight is based on the ancient Tenebrae, a service
dating from the 8th century. It commemorates the
suffering and death of Christ and represents the
darkness that overcame the earth as God’s Son was
crucified. The candles symbolize Christ, the Light of the
World.

PRELUDE: “God So Loved the World” from Stainer’s
Crucifixion 

A TIME OF SILENCE

*HYMN: “Go to Dark Gethsemane”

*INVOCATION:
Part 1. Jesus Loves in Life

“What Wondrous Love is This” ...........................Choir
Part 2. He is Betrayed

“Into the Woods My Master Went” .......Instrumental
Part 3. He is Arrested

“Ah, Holy Jesus”...................................................Choir
Part 4. He is Deserted

“Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone”......Instrumental
Part 5. He is Denied

“Depth of Mercy” ..................................................Choir
Part 6. He is Crucified

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”..Instrumental
Part 7. Jesus Loves in Death

The Seven Last Words
The Promise
“Fairest Lord Jesus” .............................................Choir

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

*BENEDICTION

*A TIME OF SILENCE

*Congregation Standing
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cloud pattern

6

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

(Before the program begins, all CAST MEMBERS enter. The
CLOUD OF WITNESSES walks down center aisle and
stands in a line behind the table. Remaining CAST
MEMBERS follow and sit on chairs or pews set aside in the
front row. All of the parts may be read by the CAST
MEMBERS if preferred. Encourage them to smile at the end
of their lines, when their fear turns to joy.)

CLOUD OF WITNESSES: (Reciting together) We are the cloud
of witnesses who believe in the power and the glory of
the Resurrection. We have lived in different times and
many places. We believe that Jesus came to earth and
taught us how to love one another. He died on the cross
to pay the price for all of our sins, and he will come
again to judge the living and the dead.  

MARY, JESUS’ MOTHER: (Rises and stands on brown bag side
of cross.) My name is Mary. My son, Jesus, was crucified
on a horrible cross a few days ago. My heart was so
heavy. But when I went to the tomb this morning with
some of the other women to prepare his body for burial
— he wasn’t there! The birds sang, and the sun came
up, and somehow I knew it was just as he said it would
be: that on the third day he would rise from the dead.
Now I can give up my grief, which is like this stone,
(Shows stone) and rejoice! (Puts stone in paper bag, takes a
cloud from white bag, then stands on the side of cross closest
to white bag.)

MARY: (Rises and stands on brown bag side of cross.) My name
is Mary, too. Sometimes when I feel sad and lonely, I
think about Jesus who was taken away from his friends
and family by an angry crowd. But in Sunday school
we learned about his great love for all people and how
he promised to be with us all the time. I guess that
means me, too. When I remember that, I’m not so sad
and lonely! (Puts stone in paper bag, takes a cloud, then
stands by MARY, JESUS’ MOTHER.)
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APOSTLE PETER: (Rises and stands on brown bag side of
cross.) My name is Peter. A couple days ago, I was
afraid and worried! I worried about the other disciples,
and I worried about Jesus. I worried about what would
happen to all of us and if we’d all be crucified along
with him. I even said I didn’t know him! Then I heard
a rooster crow and saw Jesus’ face. I felt awful. But I
knew he’d forgiven me, so I decided to hand my
worries over to him. (Puts stone in paper bag, takes a cloud
from white bag, then stands by MARY.)

PETE: (Rises and stands on brown bag side of cross.) My name
is Peter, too, but they call me Pete. Last Thursday I had
a huge math test. (Opens arms to show how big.) I knew
I had to pass it, or no Scout camp. Worry, worry, worry
—  that was me. But I thought of what Jesus said: “Who
of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?”
(Luke 12:25). Once I quit worrying and started studying,
I knew I’d pass that test. (Leans toward audience and
grins.) I only got three wrong. I’m giving this worry
stone away! (Puts stone in brown bag, takes out a cloud,
then stands by APOSTLE PETER.)

MIRIAM: (Rises and stands on brown bag side of cross.) My
name is Miriam. When I first met Jesus, I was in fear
for my life and thought I would be stoned to death.
Jesus spoke to the angry crowd and said, “If any one
of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a
stone at her” (John 8:7). I was shaking all over, but I
didn’t feel a single stone hit me. Jesus saved my life
and took away my fear. (Puts stone in brown bag, takes a
cloud from white bag, then stands by PETE.)

MARISSA: (Rises and stands on brown bag side of cross.) My
name is Marissa. Yesterday in school I got into a fight
in the cafeteria. I was so angry that I threw a carton of
milk at someone. Then I remembered that Jesus said
we must forgive each other “seventy times seven.” I felt
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terrible and apologized for throwing the milk. Then I
asked Jesus to help me with my temper. (Puts stone in
the bag, takes a cloud, then stands by MIRIAM.)

CLOUD OF WITNESSES: (Recite John 3:16 together.) “For God
so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.” 

DOUBTING THOMAS: (Rises and stands on brown bag side of
cross.) My name is Thomas. I know, I know, (Holds
hands up, palms out) everybody calls me “Doubting
Thomas.” But that was only for a little while, until I
saw the risen Jesus standing in front of me. Then I
knew how much he loved me and that he was my Lord
and my God. I didn’t have any doubts after that! (Puts
stone in brown bag, takes a cloud, then stands by MARISSA.)

TOM: (Rises and stands on brown bag side of cross.) My name
is Tom. I used to wonder what the big deal was about
going to church and Sunday school. Most of the time
I’d rather be outside or playing with my video games.
Then I learned that Jesus is the Bread of Life, and our
class even made real bread! It was delicious, and
everybody shared, too. There’s no doubt in my mind
now; I like being here on Sundays. (Puts stone in brown
bag, takes a cloud, then stands by DOUBTING THOMAS.)

ANGEL: (Rises, stands on brown bag side of cross, and raises
arms.) “Don’t be alarmed,” I said to the women at Jesus’
tomb. But they were. I’m sure I terrified them. But I
had good news to give them! When they heard it, they
let go of their fears. They went out and told others, who
went out and told others. They are a part of the great
cloud of witnesses, just as you are. (Gestures to other
CAST MEMBERS and then audience.) He is risen! (Steps
behind the table to stand beside CLOUD OF WITNESSES.)

CLOUD OF WITNESSES: (Joyfully, together) He is risen!
CAST MEMBERS: (Joyfully, together) He is risen! 
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