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WHO WAS THAT MAN 
ON THE CROSS? 

By Dawn E. Conroy 



CAST OF CHARACTERS

Leaders 1 and 2 

Reader 1 — Friend

Reader 2 — Physician

Reader 3 — Teacher

Reader 4 — Shepherd

Reader 5 — Carpenter

Reader 6 — Counselor

Reader 7 — Preacher

Reader 8 — Judge

Reader 9 — Master

Reader 10 — Servant

Reader 11 — Emmanuel

Reader 12 — Redeemer

Reader 13 — Savior

Reader 14 — King of Kings

Reader 15 — Prince of Peace

Reader 16 — Lord of Lords

Reader 17 — Messiah

Reader 18 — Christ
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PRODUCTION NOTES

Physician, teacher, Savior, and friend … Jesus is all these and more!
In this easy-to-stage Easter program, each child holds up a placard with
one biblically based name or characteristic of Jesus. In just a few short
lines, the child explores the trait and relates it to his or her own life. At
the program’s conclusion, the stage is a veritable testament to the
diversity and range of our Savior, from “Servant” to “King of Kings!” This
program is a celebration of the multifaceted Messiah we know as Jesus.
If it is not used at Easter, it could also work as a Palm Sunday or post-
Easter worship message. 

This program may be presented by children and/or youth. The lines
are not gender specific, so any combination of boys and girls may be used.
Specific parts should be based on the age of the person reading them, as
the content in some applies to a younger or older age. This may also work
as an intergenerational service by using adults for the parts that are not
related to children/youth.

As each Reader steps forward (perhaps from the front row of the
sanctuary or from the choir loft) he/she carries a reasonably large sign
(half of a piece of poster board works well) with the noun depicting Jesus.
The only pre-production activity necessary (other than a couple
rehearsals) is to make these nineteen posters with the titles that are
used in the program. They are the only props required. The sign may
simply state the word, or you may add computerized clip art images, or
the children may draw an appropriate picture on each placard, e.g., a
stethoscope for Physician, an apple for Teacher, a staff for Shepherd, a
hammer for Carpenter, a gavel for Judge, a cross for Savior, a crown for
King of Kings, and a lamb for Lamb of God. Each reading may be
enlarged on a copier and attached to the back of the poster so the
Readers will not need to memorize their parts. 

After each reading, the Reader should take a position in the front of
the church so that by the end, eighteen children/youth are lined up
holding up their words. Following a song about the names of Jesus, they
process out, holding their placards up high.

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE®, ©
copyright The Lockman Foundation 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972,
1973, 1975, 1977, 1995. Used by permission.
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LEADER 1:  Today we celebrate perhaps the holiest of days
in the Christian faith: Easter — the day we recognize
that the same Jesus who died on the cross was
resurrected from the dead. Who was that man on the
cross? To his mother Mary, he was Jesus, her beloved
son. For us, the name Jesus holds much more meaning.

READER 1:  (Steps forward and holds up “Friend” placard.) I have
lots of friends … at school, in my neighborhood, and at
church. I know I have a friend when I have someone I can
talk to, count on, and share with. But my earthly friends,
as close as they are, can never be the friend that I have in
Jesus. (READER 1 crosses to one side of the chancel area to start
the line of children.)

READER 2:  (Steps forward and holds up “Physician” placard.) When
I’m sick, I curl up in bed. Sometimes I go to the doctor. He
prescribes medicine to make me better. Jesus is the Great
Physician. He made the lame walk and the blind see. He
can cure us of illness and make our spirits whole again.
(READER 2 gets in line beside READER 1.)

READER 3:  (Holds up “Teacher” placard.) At school I have
teachers, and here at Sunday school I have a teacher as
well. I learn how to read and write, how to multiply and
divide, how things work, and what the important events
are in history. But the greatest teacher is Jesus. He
taught us to love one another. If we could all learn that
lesson, what a wonderful world we would have. (READER
3 gets in line beside READER 2.)

READER 4:  (Holds up “Shepherd” placard.) Sheep need a
shepherd. They need someone to keep them safe and
rescue them when they are lost. Jesus is our shepherd.
When life confuses us and we stray from the path we
should be on, Jesus is there to rescue us and bring us
back to the fold. (READER 4 gets in line beside READER 3.)

READER 5:  (Holds up “Carpenter” placard.) Sometimes I try to
build things. When I was little, I used my Lego blocks to
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make houses and other buildings. I’m learning how to
use real hammers and saws in tech. ed. (Or substitute the
name for a “wood shop” class your local school district or area
uses) classes at school. I’ll never be the carpenter that
Jesus was and is. He is able to take the rough edges of
my life, smooth them with his love, and create a
masterpiece. (READER 5 gets in line beside READER 4.)

READER 6:  (Holds up “Counselor” placard.) In school we go to
guidance counselors with our problems. Sometimes
when life gets too difficult, adults and even young
people seek the help of psychiatrists and psychologists.
We can always seek counsel in Jesus. He can help us
solve our problems and give us guidance for our lives.
(READER 6 gets in line beside READER 5.)

READER 7:  (Holds up “Preacher” placard.) Every Sunday I
listen to our minister as he preaches. Well, sometimes I
draw pictures on the bulletin, but I usually hear what
he’s saying. He, like many before him, preaches the
word of God. Jesus did a lot of preaching as well. He
gave the Sermon on the Mount, from which we get the
Beatitudes, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Golden Rule.
Even though his sermons and parables are two
thousand years old, they still apply to our lives. They
live in all of us today as we continue to preach the Good
News. (READER 7 gets in line beside READER 6.)

READER 8:  (Holds up “Judge” placard.) When I fight with my
brothers, my mom or dad breaks it up. They listen to
each side of the story. People sometimes go to court to
settle fights, and the judge will tell them who is right
and wrong. The only real judge I need to concern myself
with is Jesus. He is the one who will decide if I have
been right or wrong in my life. (READER 8 gets in line
beside READER 7.)

READER 9:  (Holds up “Master” placard.) My parents and
teachers tell me what to do. Someday I’ll probably have

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

5

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.



a boss to do the same. I can’t imagine what it was like
long ago when there were slaves, but the people
wholived when Jesus did understood the concept of a
master. Sometimes we let material things, money, and
ambition be our masters. Jesus is to be our only
controlling force. He is our master. (READER 9 gets in
line beside READER 8.)

READER 10:  (Holds up “Servant” placard.) Although we aren’t
slaves any longer, we are to be servants of God. Jesus
was willing to be the servant when he washed the feet
of others. In serving others, we glorify God and become
Christlike. We should be servants like Christ was and is.
(READER 10 gets in line beside READER 9.)

READER 11:  (Holds up “Emmanuel” placard.) In the Old
Testament, the prophet Isaiah foretold the coming of
Jesus and referred to him as Emmanuel, which means
“God with us.” In this crazy world of ours, it is nice to
know that God is with us through our relationship with
Jesus. (READER 11 gets in line beside READER 10.)

READER 12:  (Holds up “Redeemer” placard.) The Old
Testament refers to people or objects which were
bought back or restored to their proper position or
relationship as being redeemed. There are times when
we stray from being children of God. Jesus came to
redeem us and bring us back into that relationship.
(READER 12 gets in line beside READER 11.)

READER 13:  (Holds up “Savior” placard.) Not only does he
bring me back into a positive relationship with my
heavenly Father, but he saves me from the bad that
exists in the world. Jesus came to be a Savior. (Points to
people in the congregation and then self.) For you … and you
… and you … and me. (READER 13 gets in line beside
READER 12.)

READER 14:  (Holds up “King of Kings” placard.) A king doesn’t
mean much to us in our society. Probably the only time
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we think of a king is when we read a fairy tale or read
about history. But to the people of biblical times, a king
was very important. Jesus was referred to at his death
as the King of the Jews. As King of Kings, he is ruler
over even the kings who held a lot of power. His
kingdom, however, cannot be found on a map but exists
in our hearts and in eternity. (READER 14 gets in line
beside READER 13.)

READER 15:  (Holds up “Prince of Peace” placard.) Isaiah
proclaims that “a child will be born to us, a son will be
given to us; and the government will rest on his
shoulders; and his name will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of
Peace. There will be no end to the increase of his
government or of peace, on the throne of David and
over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with
justice and righteousness from then on and
forevermore … ” (Isaiah 9:6-7). Jesus is the Prince of
Peace. (READER 15 gets in line beside READER 14).

READER 16:  (Holds up “Lord of Lords” placard.) The title “Lord”
has come to mean owner, master, authority. God is
referred to as Lord in the Old Testament. Jesus was not
only King of Kings, but also Lord of Lords. It was a
divine title that he received when he was finally
recognized as the Son of God. (READER 16 gets in line
beside READER 15.)

READER 17:  (Holds up “Messiah” placard.) For a very long time
— I’m talking a really long time — people waited for the
coming of the Messiah. The wait ended over two
thousand years ago when Jesus was born. He fulfilled
the prophecy found in the Old Testament. How exciting
it must have been for the disciple Andrew when he
realized who Jesus was and proclaimed to his brother
Simon, “We have found the Messiah!” (READER 17 gets in
line beside READER 16.)
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READER 18:  (Holds up “Christ” placard.) Translated, Messiah
means “Christ.” Jesus is the Messiah, and so he is the
Christ. As a Christian I am his follower, his present-day
disciple. My belief in him, the Son of God, gives me the
greatest gift I’ll ever receive — eternal life. (READER 18
gets in line beside READER 17.)

LEADER 2:  (Steps forward and holds up “Lamb of God” placard.)
It seems that with all these titles for Jesus, we have
named them all — but we haven’t. These are just a few.
But perhaps there is one that we should remember, for
it connects our celebration on this day with the essence
of our faith. Jesus is the Lamb of God. It is difficult for
us to associate with the concept of sacrifice. But the
lamb symbolized purity. It was given up as a sacrifice to
God in early Hebrew practices. The people understood
what the lamb meant. Jesus was God’s sacrifice. He was
pure, without sin, and yet he died as a sacrifice for all
of our sins. May we keep in our hearts and live out
through our faith the sacrifice of his life and the
promise that came with his resurrection. (LEADER
should take his/her place in the center of the long line of
names.)

LEADER 1:  Let us pray: Dear heavenly Father, we’ve tried
but our words and titles fall short in saying how much
your Son means to us and what he is in each of our lives.
As we celebrate Easter, may we remember that the
name of the man on the cross is Jesus, the one who said
that he was the resurrection and the life. He promised
that whoever believes in him will never die. Thank you,
Father. In your Son’s name we pray, Amen.
There’s just something about the name of Jesus. Let us
sing! (As the closing song is sung, the children and youth
should process out holding high the various names of Jesus.
Any song about the various names of Jesus may be used.)

SUGGESTED SONGS:  “There’s Something About That Name” by
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William and Gloria Gaither and Kevin Singleton, © 1970
William J. Gaither, Inc. CCLI #28696, or “Jesus, Name Above
All Names” by Naida Hearn, © 1997 Integrity Music, CCLI
#1781157.

NOTE: The numerals running vertically down the left margin of
each page of dialogue are for the convenience of the director. With
these, he/she may easily direct attention to a specific passage.
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